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W
elcome to the 2008 harvest edition.
The harvest this year is special
because we are offering thanks to our
Maker for His grace, mercies, guidance
etc since the consecration of this
parish fifteen years ago. It is a
testimony of His love for all
Covenantees that the parish is moving

forward. Glory, Majesty and Honour be to our Lord Jesus Christ....Amen
In this edition, the article on LOVE explains the importance of divine
love in our lives. It is needed for faith to work in the kingdom of God.
You will read in the POWER OF THE TONGUE how such a little muscle
can determine the course of your life. Celestians must refrain from
using our tongues to spread unfounded and unsubstantiated rumours
and innuendos especially about our appointed and annointed leaders in
the fold. 

THE QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP is an interesting piece on how to value
and encourage our able leaders. This way, our church will continue to
progress and we will have progress in our lives too. The article on
MORAL VIRTUES further elucidates this important point. No one is
perfect-yet-and we need to be our brothers keepers and not aid Satan
in character assassination of our leaders.

THE PATIENCE OF GOD emphasises the fact that though God is very
patient and does not want any of us to perish.  However time is
running out. Very soon, His patience will come to an end.  Every idle
word we speak will bear testimony against us. So, if you are engaged in
spreading evil rumours...stop now before the judgement of the Lord
descends on you. You will do well to heed the words of Psalm 105:15
“Saying touch not my annointed and do my prophets no harm”. Rather
speak words that edify your fellow brethren and have good thoughts
towards others.

The editorial team congratulate the Shepherd and all Covenantees on
this glorious occasion and we wish all our readers a joyous read.

Olawale Shokunbi

Advert
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INTRODUCTION
The Bible is filled with accounts of many godly men and
women who are worthy of our emulation. One such
person is Daniel- a man who obtained pre-eminence and
power in his lifetime:

a. He started out preeminent among the children of
Israel - Dan 1:3-6

b. He gained pre-eminence among the wise men of
Babylon – Dan 1:17-20

c. He was given power over all of Babylon - Dan 2:48-
49; 5:29

d. He received similar powers over the Medo-Persian
Empire – Dan 6:1-3, 28

How was Daniel able to reach these positions of power
and influence without compromising his position as a
Godly man?  A close look at the book of Daniel reveals
his secret and shows how we too can be successful
without selling our souls.  First, we notice that even as a
young teen-ager...

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PURPOSE

“DANIEL PURPOSED IN HIS HEART...” - Dan 1:8
1. A young boy in a strange land, Daniel was

immediately faced with a challenge to violate God’s
law by eating 
the king’s food.

2. Despite his youth and the obvious pressures to conform, 
Daniel “purposed in his heart” to uphold the law of 
God, no matter the cost.

3. Because of his willingness to put God first, God granted
Daniel favour in the sight of others - Dan 1:9
a. How God did this is not explained, but it happened in

the case of Joseph also - Gen 39:1-4; 21-23  
b. By putting God first, God blessed Joseph in such a 

way that favourably impressed others.

EVERY CHILD OF GOD NEEDS TO BE A PERSON OF PURPOSE

1. No one respects a “wishy-washy” person, someone with
no direction in their lives

2. Whereas a strong sense of purpose often breeds respect
and admiration in others

3. What should be the “purpose” of the Christian?
a. Jesus makes it clear in Mt 6:33
b. i.e., to seek the will of God and fulfil it in our lives, no

matter the circumstances
4. As Jesus promised, this will guarantee God’s favour toward

us and in turn likely gain us favour in the eyes
of those around us.
Will you “Dare To Be A Daniel” and be a person with a
purpose like he had?  No matter how young one may 
be, it is never too early to “seek first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness”!
Throughout his life, Daniel not only had a strong sense of
purpose, but...

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PRINCIPLE
HE REFUSED TO COMPROMISE HIS CONVICTIONS
1. As a young man, by refusing to eat the king’s meat or drink

his wine - Dan 1:8
2. As an old man, by refusing the gifts of Belshazzar - Dan

5:13-17
3. Under the threat of persecution, by refusing to obey the

decree of Darius - Dan 6:10

PEOPLE ADMIRE PERSONS OF PRINCIPLE
1. Outwardly they may ridicule them, but inwardly they wish

they had the same intestinal fortitude
2. And when they need someone that can be trusted and

depended upon to carry through with an assigned task, 
who do you think they will turn to?

3. God also admires individuals who will stand by their
principles, and by their words - Psa 15:1-5
Our society is in great need of people with principle.
Those who “Dare To Be A Daniel”, and demonstrate by 
example the value of being led by “principle” rather than
by “price”, are not only highly valued by God but 
also by their fellow man.
But having purpose and principle is not all; another
element for true success is needed.  What that element is 
can be seen when we observe that...

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PURITY
HIS OPPONENTS COULD NOT FIND ANY FAULT
1. He was faultless when it came to management of his

business affairs - Dan 6:1-4
2. This would help to explain his rise to positions of great

responsibility and power
3. Of course, his purity in business affairs was related to...

a. His overall purpose to please God first
b. And the fact that as a man of principle he could be 

trusted.

THE CHRISTIAN IS ALSO TO MAINTAIN PURITY OF CONDUCT
1. Whether young or old - 1 Tim 4:12; Titus 2:6-8
2. Whether slave or free - Titus 2:9-10
3. People who maintain purity in their dealings with others

are often given positions of great responsibility and 
privilege because they can be trusted to use them wisely -
Daniel was a man of purpose, principle, and purity 

DANIEL WAS A MAN OF PRAYER
HIS “PRAYER LIFE”... - Dan 6:10
1. He knelt in prayer, a demonstration of his humility
2. He prayed three times daily, a demonstration of his

continual dependence upon God
3. He gave thanks in the midst of persecution, a 

demonstration of his gratitude and the fact that he had not
lost sight of God’s blessings.

4. His prayers were a “custom since early days”, 
demonstrating his persistence and faithfulness in his
service to God.

CHRISTIANS WOULD DO WELL 
TO FOLLOW DANIEL’S EXAMPLE
1. “Let us learn the lesson that the finest of God’s servants

must maintain regular and fixed prayer habits in order 
to continue steadfast in devotion to the Lord.”

2.  As Christians, we too are to pray often - 1 Thess 5:17-18;
Co 4:2

3. Are we willing to “Dare To Be A Daniel” in regards to
prayer?

CONCLUSION

1. There is a false assumption that to “get ahead” in this
world one must conform to the sinful practices of the 
world.

2. But even today there are many Christians who
demonstrate that when one “dares to be a Daniel“ they
can succeed in the affairs of men without selling their
souls to the world.

3. How about you?  Will you “Dare To Be A Daniel” by
becoming a person of:

a. PURPOSE?
b. PRINCIPLE?
c. PURITY?
d. PRAYER?

Though under foreign oppression, Daniel refused to
compromise his beliefs - and God prospered him.
You too can Enjoy Success without Compromise. 

Daniel 
The strength of
Godly conviction
(The book of Daniel)   

By H/M/S/E   Femi Omogbai
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E
xtrinsic idolatory has disappeared in the church today
but intrinsic idolatory has taken over.  In the past it was
the worship of idols (foreign gods) and then it was
mammon (principle of money and possession).

Nowadays it is the dependence upon persons and things other
than God. Though many of us say that we fear the Lord yet we
unknowingly serve idols (2 Kings 17:33).
Idolatory sometimes begin as good desires but later due to our
love and excessive interest and desires it turns into idolatory.

The work of the ministry should be the work of Godhead; Father,
Son and the Holy Spirit.  Excessive interest in other things can
automatically connect or unknowingly bring us into relationship
with Satan and unwittingly inviting demons into the house of the
Lord (1 Cor. 10:14).

It is important that we look inwardly into ourselves and search
who that God is and what the Lord requires in other not to bring
disrepute into the house of the Lord.  As we all know, Jesus Christ
is the head of the church and consequently each department of
the church.  When Jesus Christ was going he promised not to
leave us like orphans. He said He will be with us in the form of
Holy Spirit to guide us if we give him the free will to guide us and
not guiding ourselves with fleshy thoughts, excessive love for
other things and personal interests.

Apostle Paul stated “all things are lawful for me but I will not be
brought under the power of any” (1 Cor. 6:12). Yes all of us as
children of God should not be brought under the power of law
but under the authority of Jesus Christ (Holy Ghost).

Each time we make a decision we should ask ourselves if the
decision relates to the word of the Lord or ask ourselves how

would our Lord  Jesus Christ react to this decision.

Furthermore, we should not be afraid of changes. Our worries
should be focused on how to listen and be obedient to the word,
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and on how to follow Him as dear
children (Eph 5:1).  A thing we did not start we should not worry
over how it will end.  The one who started it will finish it.

Peculiar people are never afraid of changes especially when we
know that we are serving the Unchangeable Changer, the
Impartial One.  He turns around things at his own will. Who can
question him?   When God calls you He will prove Himself and all
He requires is for you to pray ceaselessly and be on the guard to
let Him take the glory (Phil 4:9).

Finally, fellow brethren, what we should put in our processor
should be Jesus Christ. When you process petroleum it can
produce a variety of things as required such as oil, cream, nylon,
fabrics etc.  When you process Jesus Christ (i.e. his words, his
character etc) the product will be variety of good people as well
as good things in various forms and shapes.1 Cor 7:19 says..”
circumcision and uncircumcision is nothing but the keeping of
the commandments”. Phil 3:3 warns that we should avoid having
confidence in our desires.

Please, think back and reflect on how you were given. “God pour
honey on your palm, because it is tasty and since you do not
want it to waste you decided to turn your palm in other to lick the
drippings on the back of your palm. Let us reason together, for
sure the major honey on the palm will drop off”.  A popular song
goes like this “all the bad bad  bad bad things I use to do, I do
them no more....there is a great change since I met God”.

By Prophetess Toyin
Fawehinmi-Sowande

Idolatory is an object or anything in God’s
creation that we put trust in.  God declares; “I
am the Lord that is my name, my glory I give to
no other, nor my praise to graven images”. This
means that idolatory is the rejection of the true
Fatherhood, Son and the Holy Spirit”.

IDOLATORY 
IN THE HOUSE 
OF THE LORD

The topic above will be divided into two parts for a clear
understanding.

MORAL VIRTUES
To fear God, be of a good standard, decent, ethical, high-minded,
honorable, just, noble, principled, virtuous, etc.  In order to
achieve all these you have to abide by the 10 commandments
(Exodus 20: 3-17).  A critical first and most important of them all
to you as children of God is:

THE FEAR OF GOD  
God, the Almighty, our Creator, the Majesty, He spoke, and it was
done, he commanded, and it stood fast,.  Let all the earth and the
inhabitants of the world fear the Lord (Psa. 33: 8-9)

The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.   The fear of God is knowing Him and
understanding fully who He is.  Godly fear is based on the
conviction that God is a holy God and those that worship Him
must worship Him in holiness.  You must put your trust and faith
in Him alone for salvation. Those that fear God are saved and
receive his forgiving love and mercy.  

To fear God is to move away from sin and depart from evil.
Anyone that is content to live a life of wickedness does so
because there is no fear of God in him.  

Worship God and honour Him with your whole heart.  Glorify
him in everything you do.  Remember God has a purpose for
each and everyone’s lives. Walk righteously and morally so that
the purpose of God in you may be fulfilled.

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. (Ex. 20:12) 

This commandment includes all necessary acts of kindness,
support, respect and obedience to one’s parents. It forbids
unkind words and injurious acts to parents and anyone in like
manner.  

To know how much importance God puts on respect to parents,
in (Ex. 21: 15, 17) He that smiteth or curseth his father or mother
shall be put to death. (Mat 15:4) For God commanded, saying,
Honour thy father and mother; and he that curseth father or
mother let him die the death.  Please take note how serious it is
to curse one’s father of mother or to inflict injuries on them.
Some children these days beat their fathers and mothers.  May
our children be not one of those kind of children in Jesus name. 

But children who honour their fathers and mothers shall be
blessed by God. (Eph. 6:2-3) Honour thy father and mother;

(which is the first commandment with promise)  That it may be
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. You must
honour them even when you are older and married. You must
continue to honour, support and care for them financially,
materially and physically.

LOVE
Above all, love one another as God has loved you (John 13: 34-
35)  This is a new commandment by Jesus Christ to love in a great
and special way irrespective of creed or colour, disability, gender,
or any form as long as they are human beings. By so doing you
will have peace of mind and your prayers will be answered.  

Respect one another so that God will have respect for you.
Respect also the elders admonish them as your fathers and
mothers so that it will be well with you. 

Pray always – even pray for those that hate you.  Even if it is the
Lord’s prayer (Mat 6: 9-13)  no matter how busy you are pray
silently in your mind not as the hypocrites but solemnly and your
father who hears in secret will reward you openly.  

Keep yourself clean from filthy lucre.  Then will God give you a
new heart and a new spirit, take away the stony heart out of your
flesh and will give you a heart of flesh (Eze. 36: 25-26) and you
will be of a good moral standard and be highly esteemed in your
life. 

CONTRARY VICES
Contrary vices are the opposite of all of the above – Hatred,
disobeying parents, having no fear of God, lying tongue, stealing,
bearing false witness, boys behaving badly, (wearing
earrings)cutting of one’s flesh (tattoo) . Lev 19:28 reads “ Ye shall
not make any cuttings in your flesh for the dead nor print any
marks upon you I am the Lord”.

You should not discriminate against anybody, be it colour, creed,
ethnic, race, or the disabled. Thou shall not curse the deaf nor
put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear thy God:  I
am the Lord (Lev. 19:14)  

As children of God we all know what is good and bad but these
are just few examples and if  we abide by them and take away all
contrary vises we will be true children of God and all the
goodness that follows will be ours in Jesus name and we shall
leave a good heritage for our own children. God bless you all.
Amen.

MORAL VIRTUES
AND THEIR CONTRARY VICES

M/C Mary Omolabi
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Love is expressed even further in 1 Corinthians 13:4 as it talks about
the definition of love- “Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not
delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres”.

Love in a person’s life is a wonderful gift as one has all the
characteristics mentioned in 1 Corinthians 13:4. In addition, having
love means that you have all the fruits of the spirit stated in
Galatians 5:22. For without love you cannot have joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness etc. 

In the New Testament (Mark 12:28-34), Jesus considers love to be
the most important commandment.

“And one of the scribes came, and having heard them
reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered
them well, asked him, which is the first commandment of all? 
And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments
is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the
first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other
commandment greater than these. 
And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the
truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:
And to love him with all the heart, and with all the
understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than
all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

There are two parts to this teaching: loving God, and loving your
neighbour. Loving God means, for Christians, putting God at the
centre of their thoughts, and trying to do what God wants. It means
spending time with God, listening and taking God’s advice, and
trying to avoid doing things that upset God. Loving your neighbour

means recognising that everyone else is just as valuable as you
are, and treating other people the way that you would like to be
treated yourself; this is known as the Golden Rule:

So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to
you, for this sums up the law and the prophets. - Matthew 7:12.

When Christians are making moral decisions, they might think
about how they would feel if they were the other person, and
then try to imagine how they would like to be treated.

The Greeks did not just have one word for love, but several
different ones, which showed that love comes in different forms.
For example,

Storage- The name for family love and loyalty. This describes the
companionship and warmth between those who live close
together.

Eros- The name for sexual love, the feelings someone has for a
person they find sexually attractive. This describes a desire a
person feels for another. When someone says they are “in love”,
this is the kind of “desire love” that is meant. It’s when “...the two
...become ONE FLESH” (Matthew 19:5).

Philos/ Phileo- The name for “brotherly love”, the feelings
someone has for a brother or a sister, or for a close friend. This
describes the bond and closeness between friends, the pleasure
of similar interests, sense of humour and so on. 
There is one more type of love that Christians use. The Christian
concept of love is known as “agape”, which is a Greek word.
Agape love is also known as “unconditional love” which means
loving someone regardless of what they look like, and regardless
of how they behave. It has nothing to do with liking them, or
whether they like you. It means being concerned about the other
person, and wanting the best for them. This is the kind of love
that Jesus has for his people. 

In 1 John 4:7-21, John explains that people should try and live
together with love. If they do, they will be sharing God with each
other. John shows that, for Christians, the love of God is
important, because God came into the world in Jesus Christ and
took away the guilt of human sin. 

Love the Lord Your God- Mark 12:28-30
Jesus said loving God is the most important of all the
commandments. But what does loving God really mean? Here
are six ways that Jesus taught us to express and demonstrate our
love for God:

Know and Obey God’s Commandments “…, blessed are
those who hear the word of God, and observe it.” (Luke
11:28).
Trust in God and Jesus-Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God; trust also in me. (John 14:1.
Put God Above All Else- “No servant can serve two
masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve both God and Money.” (Luke 16:13).
Be Committed-  Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone
wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow Me.” (Matthew 16:24-26).
Be Humble before God and Men- “ … the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” He called a little child and had him stand among

them. And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change
and become like little children, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
(Matthew 18:1-4). 
Make Time for Prayer- “Ask, and it shall be given to you;
seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to
you. “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it shall be opened. “Or what
man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a
loaf, will give him a stone?” Or if he shall ask for a fish, he
will not give him a snake, will he? “If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good
to those who ask Him!” (Matthew 7:7-11).
Prayer is loving communication with God. Prayer may be
long or short, alone or in a group, silent or aloud, but
should be a true communication with God and not done
for public recognition. Important aspects of prayer
include: 
Expression of faith and trust in God
Worship and adoration of God
Confession of sins
Praise of God’s mighty deeds
Thanksgiving for all the good things we have received
Dedication to service to others
Requests for our needs and the needs of others

Love Your Neighbour as Yourself- Mark 12:31
Who is my Neighbour?

We commonly think of neighbours as the people who live
near us, but Jesus meant it to include all mankind - even
our enemies! Jesus told His famous parable of the Good
Samaritan to make it clear that “love your neighbour”
means to love all persons, everywhere - not just our
friends. 
“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you,
what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the
same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye
more than others? Do not even the publicans so? Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.” Matthew 5:43-48

Ways of loving your neighbour:
Forgive Others-Matthew 6:14-15
Help the Needy-Matthew 25:31-46
Follow the Golden Rule-Matthew 7:12

One of the most important things
that Christians are supposed to
remember when they are making
moral decisions is their belief that
God is love and that therefore
they should love one another.

By H/M/S/E Temitope  Aregbesola
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Death and Life are in the Power of the Tongue
God created the earth by saying, “Let there be… (Genesis Chapter
1) and it was so.

Jesus told His disciples: “…. the words that l speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). The words that Jesus
spoke were not empty, useless, lifeless words.  They came forth
from the Father and were full of the creative life-giving force.
When He spoke the words “Be opened” to a deaf and dumb man,
there was a life force released and immediately the man’s ears
were opened and his tongue loosed (Mark 7:31-37). Demons
were cast out by His Word (Matthew 8:16). When He spoke the
words, “Peace be still” to the storm, there was a supernatural life
force released that took control of the elements of nature and
calmed the storm. (Mark 4:39). Jesus cursed a fig tree and the
following morning the fig tree had dried up from the roots (Mark
11:12-14, 20), the word brought forth death.  On the other hand,
“And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice,
Lazarus, come forth…. (John 11:43-44). The word brought forth
life.  It is possible for us to speak just as Jesus did and see the
same results through the power of the tongue.  Jesus said: “these
signs shall follow them…. (Mark 16:17).

Joshua spoke to the sun and moon and they stood still for a day.
Joshua said: “Sun, stand thou still upon Gideon…. (Joshua 10:12-
14).

Elijah spoke the Word of the Lord to the widow of Zarapheth and
her cruse of oil and barrel of meal did not run dry throughout the
time of famine. “And the barrel of meal waste not, neither did the
cruse of oil fail(I Kings 17:16). He spoke and the heavens were

closed and it did not rain for a period of three years.  Elijah
said: As the Lord God of Israel liveth ..... (I Kings 17:1). He
prayed and the fire from heaven fell and consumed the
sacrifice.  Elijah said: “Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this
people may know that thou art the Lord God….. (I Kings 18:37-
38).

Elisha spoke and the waters of the Jordan were parted.  And
he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, smote the
water and said, where is the Lord God of Elijah?  and ....... 
(II Kings 2:14). He spoke the Word of the Lord and the bitter
waters were healed.  Elisha said: Thus saith the Lord, I have
healed these waters….. (II Kings 2:21-22). He spoke and the
Syrian army was smitten with blindness. “Elisha prayed unto
the Lord, and said, Smitten this people, I pray thee….. (II Kings
6:18). Elisha’s prophesy of plenty food in Samaria. Elisha said:
“Hear ye the word of the Lord… (II Kings 7:1-2, 18-20).

Peter raised Dorcas to life.  Peter said: “Tabitha, arise” (Acts
9:40). And she opened her eyes.

Paul – Spirit of divination cast out of a damsel. (Acts 16:16-
18).

The Children Of Israel Rejected God’s Promises And
Murmured And Complained
In the Wilderness, the children of Israel spoke words that
brought cursing and death instead of life and blessing.  Read
Numbers (13:17-33, 14:1-10) later.  The children of Israel were
camped in Kadesh-Barnea on the border of the land God had
promised to give them.  Moses told them: “Ye are come unto
the mountain of Amorites… (Deut 1:20-21). But they spoke:
“We are not able to go against the people. For they are.. (Num
13:31). Regardless of the promises God had given them and
the mighty miracles God had already performed in delivering
them out of Egypt, they said, “We can’t do it”.  They limited
what God had promised to do by the words coming out of
their mouths.  The negative words of fear, doubt and unbelief
the ten spies spoke brought cursing and death upon
themselves. “And the men, which.. (Num 14:36-37). As
punishment for their murmuring and complaining, none of
them was allowed to enter and take possession of the land,
but through their words they changed the entire course of
their lives.  God said: “How long shall l bear… (Num 14:27-30).
Joshua and Caleb, on the other hand, returned with a good
report and spoke forth faith-filled words.  Caleb said: “Let us
go up.. (Num 13:30). They believed God’s promise and spoke
words of faith and victory, which brought life and blessing
upon them.  Out of two million people, only Joshua, Caleb and
those under the age of 20 were allowed to take possession of
the land.  God said: “But my servant Caleb… (Num 14:24).

Discipline Your Tongue To Speak Forth Life And Blessing
The words coming out of our mouths reveal our true
character.  Jesus said: “ …for out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh” (Matthew 12:34). The Christian who is
constantly criticizing, gossiping, backbiting, speaking negative
words of fear, doubt and unbelief, reveals what is within his
innermost being, heart and mind.  His entire body is defiled by

his words and he is speaking forth failure, defeat and death.
On the other hand, the Christian who has learned to discipline
and bring his tongue to submission and control of the Holy
Spirit and is constantly speaking forth the Word of God,
praising God, speaking words of faith and edification, reveals
what is within his innermost being.  He is speaking forth
power and victory and is bringing blessing and life to himself.
With the tongue we praise Our Lord and Father, and with it we
curse men, who have been made in God’s likeness.  With our
tongue, we should begin to speak the word of success into our
financial problems, physical problems, family and marital
problems, problems on the job and desperate needs of those
around us.

We are commanded: “keep your tongue from evil and your
lips from speaking deceit” (Psalm 34:13).

King Solomon warned: “Do not allow your mouth to cause
your body to sin..” (Ecclesiastes 5:6).

The Apostle Peter said: “Whoever would love life and see good
days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful
speech” (I Peter 3:10).

The Apostle Paul told the Ephesians: “Let no foul or polluting
…(Eph 4:29,31-32).

Not only must we discipline our tongues and refrain from
speaking evil, we will give account of every idle, vain word
that we speak.   Jesus said: “But l say unto you, that every idle
word that men shall … (Matthew 12:36). On the day of
judgement when we stand before Christ, we are going to be
declared justified or condemned by our words. “For by thy
words thou shalt be justified, and… (Matthew 12:37).

We Must Purpose That We Will Not Sin With Our Tongues 
Like King David, we must set our minds and purpose in our
hearts that we will not sin with our mouths.  David said: “I am
purposed that my mouth shall not transgress” (Psalm 17:3).
He also said: “.. I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with
my tongue, I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the
wicked is before me” (Psalm 39:1, 141:3). For the Church to
operate in a powerful dimension we have to bridle our
tongues and bring them into submission and under the
control of the Holy Spirit by speaking forth life and blessing.
Let us begin to speak life, faith, healing, deliverance, strength,
encouragement, blessing, love, and forgiveness to other
members within the Church.

Through our tongue we have the power to build up,
encourage, heal and strengthen other members within the
Church congregation, or tear down and destroy an entire
congregation.  Today you have a choice.  God has given you
the power of the Holy Spirit to speak the Word as Jesus did
and live a fulfilled life or to speak words of unbelief, failure
and live a defeated life.

A BIBLE CLASS PRESENTATION
CCC COVENANT OF GOD PARISH  LONDON APRIL 2008

POWER OF THE

TONGUE
James: 3

By L/S/E/S Derin Tayo

The Apostle James described the
tongue as “a fire, a world of iniquity
set among our members, that
defileth the whole body, and setteth
on fire the course of nature; and it is
set on fire of hell”(James 3:6-8). Our
tongue is one of the smallest
members of our body, yet it has the
capability of determining the entire
course of our life.  It has the ability
to turn neighbour against neighbour,
nation against nation and to change
the direction of entire nations.  Our
tongues and the words we speak
determine whether we will live in
victory or defeat.   At times, we
speak forth life or death, blessing or
cursing.  Death and life are in the
power of the tongue, and they who
indulge it shall eat the fruit of it
(Proverbs 18:21).
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Our God, Jehovah, is all powerful.  He is also
principled and able to execute judgement
instantly if he wants to.  There are instances
in the Old Testament where punishments
for sins were instantaneous. When Korah,
Dathan and Abiram rebelled against Moses,
their punishment was swift.  
Numbers  16 : 31 – 32 reads  “As soon as he
stopped speaking the ground under the
offenders split apart.  And the earth opened
its mouth and swallowed them and their
households….”

G
od does not tolerate sin yet he is very patient with
us.  His patience in demonstrated in his willingness
to wait because of his goodness to us.  He is full of
love, kindness and mercy for us.

After the destruction of the first tables of 10
commandments, God provided another tables of stone.
Exodus 34 : 1 – 7 ; “…I will write upon these tables the words
that were in the first tables which thou breakest….The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long suffering and abundant in
goodness and truth.  Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transparencies and sin……”

God’s loving kindness is mentioned no less than 250 times
in the Old Testament alone.  About half of these are in the
book of Psalms.  David surely knew about the loving kindness
of God during his darkest hours.

God  is slow to anger and patient but his words will always
come to pass.  Apostle Peter wrote about scoffers in the last
days, just as they scoffed at the earlier prophets’ predictions
of the coming of the Messiah.  2 Peter 3 : 2 – 9 reads  “….be
mindful of words spoken by holy prophets….there shall be
scoffers in the last days…..saying  : where is the promise of His
coming? For since the fathers fell asleep (i.e. died) all things
continue as they were….but be not ignorant that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years….The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise but patient towards us not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance”.

So when you sin and you don’t receive punishment
immediately don’t think you’ve got away with it.  God is
working on your sin as you sin everyday.  Psalm 51 : 3 “Our
sins are ever before us” .You may even begin to say there is no
God or that he has ignored your sins. After all here you are,
still alive and enjoying yourself. Sometimes the punishment
for sin starts  from the inside.  It may be emotional or mental
suffering.  

The Bible says “The soul that sinneth shall die” and “the
wages of sin is death”.  The fact is that your sin will soon find
you out.  God is full of patience and loving kindness but you
cannot just keep on sinning.  He will not overlook your sin.
When Adam & Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, God
immediately threw them out and just because he doesn’t do
that anymore don’t think you’re getting away with it.

Sin destroys the body.  A drunk starts with one glass of
wine, spirits etc, and then another one and so on until he gets
drunk.  He may even become an alcoholic and it then
destroys his body.  A thief may start by stealing pennies and
because he is not caught, he keeps stealing until he becomes
an armed robber and may eventually be destroyed  when he
gets caught.

That’s how gradually sin destroys the body.  God’s
patience is not forever.  It will soon run out.

The Israelites kept testing God’s patience with their
complaining and disobedience in the wilderness and
eventually His patience came to an end and he punished
them by making them wander for 40 years so that all aged
over 20years old died off.

Even the next generation continued to ignore the
prophets sent to warn them like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, etc.

When His patience ran out, He allowed the pagan
Babylonians to carry them away in captivity.  Their sins
eventually found them out and the wages of sin is death.

Look around you today. Immorality abounds even more so
in the churches.  Abortion, homosexuality, corruption,
pornography etc are the other of the day.  For how long shall
we continue to sin.  There is a limit to God’s patience.  Wilful
sinning and rebellion against God will not continue forever. 

The fact that he has not acted does not mean that he
won’t act.  At a time when children of God are looking for
places of worship , more and more churches are being sold
off to the highest bidders and converted to housing and pubs
for profits.  More are saying “Don’t tell me to go to church I
know my rights.  I have my freedom.  My business is doing
very well. I am rich, what else do I need?”

God will raise his hands soon.  His patience will soon end.
The devil is a deceiver.  He puts all these thoughts in the mind
of men and they think there is no God.  However the devil is

smarter than the atheists.  The Bible says that “the devil
believes God and even trembles”.  He
knows he is doomed and it’s only a
matter of time, so he will try to take as
many people as possible to eternal fire
with him.  Stop sinning today.

Are you waiting for your ‘Road to Damascus’ experience?
Apostle Paul gave a testimony in 1 Tim 1 : 12 – 16. Read his
words carefully but notice that verse 13 especially says “I was
a blasphemer, a persecutor and injurious (to Gods people) but
I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief”.

Can you claim to be sinning ignorantly like Paul?.  No, you
know the truth.  Some of us even preach it.  After Paul was
converted he still suffered a lot – hunger, rejection,
imprisonment, shipwrecked etc…

If he still suffered so much for sinning in ignorance , how
much punishment is waiting for you when you are not
ignorant of the truth ?.

Dear reader, God’s patience will end soon and then
there’ll be judgement.  It’s now your choice whether you go
to heaven or to hell.  God knows we were all born with a
sinful nature.  We were born sinners.  Have you noticed that
you don’t need to teach a baby how to be disobedient or
selfish etc…he is born with them.

What we need to teach them is obedience and we need to
lead by examples.  We need to be aware of Gods words.  So
we need to read our Bibles, listen to sermons, read
commentaries etc…

Remember God is patient with all of us.  He knows we all
have weaknesses in our lives, so He gives us time.  Don’t take
His patience for granted.  He will act soon.

The Patience of God
By Sup Ldr Olawale Shokunbi
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DEFINITION
‘Leadership is a process by which a person influences others
to accomplish an objective and directs the organization in a
way that makes it more cohesive and coherent.’ Leaders carry
out this process by applying their leadership attributes, such
as beliefs, values, ethics, character, knowledge, and skills.
Although your position as a manager or supervisor  gives you
the authority to accomplish certain tasks and objectives in the
organization, this power does not make you a leader...it simply
makes you the boss. Leadership differs in that it makes the
followers want to achieve high goals rather than simply
bossing people around. 

Good leaders are made not born. Though some have
natural attributes but if you have the desire and willpower you
too can become an effective leader. Good leaders develop
through a never ending process of self-study, education,
training and experience. This guide will help you through that
process. 

To inspire your workers to higher levels of teamwork,
there are certain things you must be, know and do. These do
not come naturally but are acquired through continual work

and study. Good leaders are continually working and studying
to improve their leadership skills; they are NOT resting on
their laurels.

When a person is deciding if she should respect you as a
leader, she does not think about your attributes. Rather she
observes what you do so that she can know who you really
are. She uses this observation to ascertain if you are a
honourable and trusted leader or a self serving person who
misuses authority to look good and get promoted. ‘Self-
serving leaders are not as effective because their employees
only obey them, not follow them’. They succeed in many areas
because they present a good image to their seniors at the
expense of their workers. 

The basis of good leadership is honourable character and
selfless service to your organization. In your employees’ eyes,
your leadership is everything you do that effects the
organization’s objectives and their well being. Respected
leaders concentrate on what they are [be] (such as beliefs and
character), what they know (such as job, tasks, and human
nature), and what they do (such as implementing, motivating,
and providing direction). 

What makes a person want to follow a leader ?
People want to be guided by those they respect and who have
a clear sense of direction. To gain respect, they must be
ethical. A sense of direction is achieved by conveying a strong
vision of the future.

Leaders are valued for their competences and ability to
teach others in their groups or organisation. The need to
develop clear vision as a leader and to create vision for others
must be paramount in the mind of a potential leader.

Followers expect their leaders to provide visions, display
passion and build relationships, while earning trust through
integrity and credibility.  To be a good leader you must learn
to be a good follower.

Biblical leaders are chosen by the Almighty God and
thereby has all the qualities of leadership built in them. Often
times they may not possess all the qualities that God actually
wanted but would lift themselves up to the standard only if
they obey the Almighty God. It is not how physically strong
you are that makes you a leader. This is where human beings
always go wrong. We have used mortal brains to calculate the
end result even before starting a project thereby making
wrong quotations and wrong estimates which needs
adjustments most times. Leaders in the Bible are models to us
as can be seen below.

Noah and Abraham- Have faith in God- (Genesis 6:22,
Gen:12.4)
Joshua- Confident, strong and courageous-(Joshua 1:1-
6: Joshua 10:12-13)
Caleb- Positive thinking-
David- Faith, strength, tact and happiness-(1 Samuel
17:29-50)
Ruth- Commitment and steadfastness (Ruth.1.16-18)
Esther- Risk- taker- (Esther 4:15-16)
Peter and John-Boldness- (Acts 4:13)
Solomon-Good memory, wisdom, and immense
wealth-(2Chronicles 1:11-12)
Gideon- Persistence- (Judges 6:17).

PRINCIPLES OF LEADERSHIP
Know yourself and seek self-improvement - In order to
know yourself, you have to understand your be, know,
and do, attributes. Seeking self-improvement means
continually strengthening your attributes. This can be
accomplished through self-study, formal classes, reflection
and interacting with others. 
Be technically proficient - As a leader, you must know your
job and have a solid familiarity with your employees’ tasks. 
Seek responsibility and take responsibility for your
actions - Search for ways to guide your organization to
new heights. And when things go wrong, (they always do
sooner or later) — do not blame others. Analyze the
situation, take corrective action and move on to the next
challenge. 
Make sound and timely decisions - Use good problem
solving, decision making and planning tools. 
Set the example - Be a good role model for your
employees. They must not only hear what they are
expected to do but also see. We must become the change
we want to see - Mahatma Gandhi

Know your people and look out for their well-being -
Know human nature and the importance of sincerely
caring for your workers. 
Keep your workers informed - Know how to communicate
with not only them but also seniors and other key people.
Develop a sense of responsibility in your workers - Help to
develop good character traits that will help them carry out
their professional responsibilities. 
Ensure that tasks are understood, supervised, and
accomplished - Communication is the key to this
responsibility. 
Train as a team - Although many so called leaders call their
organization, department, section, etc. a team; they are
not really teams...they are just a group of people doing
their jobs. 
Use the full capabilities of your organization - By
developing a team spirit, you will be able to employ your
organization, department, section, etc. to its fullest
capabilities.

Having gone through the principles of leadership, then we
can now progress to see the qualities of leadership.

THE QUALITIES OF 

LEADERSHIP
By Bro. Funsho Ipaiye

Romans 12:8 (New International Version)
if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him
give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him
do it cheerfully.
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QUALITIES OF LEADERSHIP

COMPLEMENT OTHER PEOPLE
BE A GIVER
SHOW  GENUINE LOVE TO
PEOPLE
FORGIVE
BE PERSISTENT
BE PURPOSE DRIVEN
RESPECT THE RULE OF
CONFIDENTIALITY
BE DILIGENT AND
HARDWORKING
TALK-LESS AND HEAR MORE
BE DETERMINED TO MOVE ON
BE A POSITIVE THINKER
SURROUND YOURSELF WITH
GOOD FRIENDS
HAVE VISION
EMBRACE, CELEBRATE AND
DO NOT ENVY.
NOT A FAULT FINDER

GET MORE KNOWLEDGE
PRESENT YOURSELF  GOOD
ALWAYS
MAINTAIN PERSONAL
HYGIENE
LEARN TO SMILE
COMMUNICATE WELL
DON’T CONDEMN IDEAS
KNOW YOUR LIMITATION
ADMIT YOUR FAULT AND
APOLOGISE
BE PRUDENT
BE OBEDIENT
HUMBLE YOURSELF
BE CONFIDENT

INVEST IN YOURSELF
BE COURTEOUS
HONOUR YOUR OWN
INTEGRITY
BE UP TO DATE
RELATE WELL
PATIENT
BE ORGANISED
EXAMINE YOURSELF ALWAYS
KNOW WHAT IS IMPORTANT
CELEBRATE DON’T CRITICISE
BE FOCUSED
BE LOYAL
BE CONTENTED
GOOD MEMORY
DEAL WITH THE TONE OF
YOUR VOICE
MIND YOUR LANGUAGE
BE A DOER
HAVE AN OPEN MIND FOR
EVERY SITUATION
STUDY PEOPLE
DO NOT BE ARROGANT
BE DISCIPLINED
BE ACCOMMODATING
DECISION MAKER
KNOW YOUR
STRENGTH,WEAKNESS,
OPPORTUNITIES AND
THREATS.
PROTECT YOUR
ENVIRONMENT AND DON’T
GIVE THEM AWAY

Finally, it should be noted that the list shown above is not the
exhaustive list. The environment will dictate what form of qualities it
would need. This topic was exhaustively treated in our Bible Class



16 172
Church Announcement By HE Nwanegbu & 
HE Leopold

Covenant choir with angelic voices

Cutting of harvest cake by
Chairman & Chairlady flanked
by MC Maforikan & M

French delegation launching Covenant Scroll - Harvest_edition

Coventant 2007
Thanksgiving Harvest

Atorise - guest

ALORE group singing at the Songs of Praise
earlier in the week

Harvest Chairman Sup Ldr Shokunbi - aka Baba Laide
& Chairlady LSP Toyin

harvest c'tee members cutting the cake

Harvest vice-chairlady, LSES Ogunbiyi

HSE Ogunbayo said
the 1st members
prayer L-R Sup Evang Magbegbeola, Pastors-Maforikan and Adeogun

L-R Sup Evang Tosin Akinsanmi, Pastors Adeogun and Maforikan flanked others

LSES Amusan, LSES Onaloye,MC Omolabi, SES Joko

LSES NK Jolapamo said the
2nd members prayer
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Prophet Sunday John & Snr Ldr Niran 



Coventant 2007
Thanksgiving Harvest
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Pastor Maforikan praying for CES Joan Prayer of thanks by the shepherd, Sup John Maforikan. 

Sermoner- Pastor Paul S Maforikan flanked
by interpreters 

Shepherd & Lady J jubilating with guests 

Special entertainment by church choir 

Sup Evang Olukotun said the 
3rd members prayer.

VMSE Olumide Lawson
conducted the service 

Woli Eddy's team
manned the
rossette stand

Women of substance

Covenantees Thanksgiving
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L-R Sup Evang FAO Salu, Pastor Adeogun (Baba Sakete), Pastor Paul Suru Mafo

Majemu Parish Lagos Nigeria launching Covenant Scroll-
Harvest edition


