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F r o m

t h e

e d i t o r

welcome all our readers to this edition
which commemorates our 2009 Adult
Harvest Thanksgiving. As they say, time
flies but thanks be to God for His mercies.
In this edition you will read the exclusive
interview with a great Celestian, Pastor,
Reverend, Doctor, Prophet Paul Suru
Maforikan (JP). His account of how he
joined the fold reminds me of Apostle Paul’s journey to Philippi
to start his work there. It was on a Sunday when he first met a
group of women praying by the river. He joined them and that was
how the church at Philippi was founded in effect by women. One
of them was Lydia, the seller of purple... Acts 16. Paul owed a debt
to many women who had the faith to pray and the courage to stay
by the work in the early days. This is mirrored in C.C.C. today. The
ministry of women is a powerful one in this church. Men are at
the heart of divisions in the church while our women of virtue
work to hold the church together. This explains why Pastor
Maforikan in his wisdom sent a delegation of 25 women to Pa
Adefeso after the Trustees refused his call for unification. Read
about this and much more in the interview.
Overcoming Stress and Cervical Cancer are two articles
dealing with health matters which are compulsory reading in this
stressful period. God’s Power, Miracles and Covenant is evident
in the number of testimonies given by our church members and
visitors to our spirit-filled BOANERGES NIGHT. Glory be to God. If
you missed it, don’t miss the next one. You can also read all about
your inheritance of the blessing of Abraham in Abraham: His
calling, Faith and Blessing.
The real meaning of Christmas explains the intricacies of this
yuletide period which is fast approaching.
The editorial team wish you all a happy harvest, happy reading
and a Happy and Joyous Xmas and New Year. In the words of
Apostle Paul: “Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I say, Rejoice”
Phil 4:4

/
Olawale Shokunbi
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Jehovah is still working

His Miracles

Shepherd’s
Message
Harvest Message

in Covenant Parish

Superior Evangelist
John Maforikan (JP)

I

personally welcome you to Celestial
Church of Christ, Covenant of God
Parish. May the faithful God of Celestial
grant you all your inner most desires.
This has been an eventful year for most
Celestians, with the current state of the global
economy; the Lord has been able to supply all our
needs according to His riches in glory. He has not
made us lack any good thing. Glory be to His
name.
Harvest is time of thanksgiving. We give thanks
to God for sparing our lives and appreciating
God’s kindness over the past year. In biblical
times, there was always a form of harvest
celebration and we are following the same
custom.

Bible tells us to hand over all our ways to the Lord
because it is better to trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in man.

LSP Toyin Oladotun testified to the
power of God

I thank you for your support and presence over
the years.
God surprised Elder Sister Edeleen Karonga

LSES Rita Boyo giving her tesimony

Don’t ever forget that
God’s promises are
always true.

Shalom !!!
Testifing to the annointing power of God
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Sis Folasade Kuku gave a moving testimony

It is a fact that life is full of woes and struggles;
however life is what you make it. Make the very
best of what you have and enjoy the blessings of
our harvest that will remain with you, whatever
your circumstances. Remember that someone
would love to have what you have; I therefore
beseech you to appreciate and be grateful in your
circumstances.

I wish you a blessed and safe journey home and
look forward to seeing you on my 50th birthday
The Lord has a way of talking to us. He will celebration on Saturday, 19th December 2009
whisper to us in our time of delight or trouble. If exactly one week before Christmas.
we do not take notice of the whisper, then He taps
us on our shoulder. If again we are not aware of
the tap, this is when He shakes us. We may think
the enemy is at work but we learn that God is
actually talking to us. So when the Lord talks to
you the next time, take note.
We hold a lot of things in our hands and
occasionally we lose them but anything you place
in the hands of God you will always enjoy. The

Sis Folasade offering thanks

God did wonders for LSES Shade Maforikan
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Covenant People

God’s Power,
Miracles and
Covenant
By VMSE Dayo Tayo

Deut. 9:1-31- When God conquers
for you do not be boastful that your
power gave you victory. If you
conquer your enemy, it is because
your enemies are ungodly and bad to
God Almighty.
A Christian will overcome Satan with these
four applications:Jesus is greater than Satan.
Christians must have a healthy respect for
the enemy. Even Michael did not confront
Satan except in the name of Jesus. (Jude
1:9).
Christians must evaluate their lives and
avoid temptation
Must put on the armour of God.
There are 3 things that spoil or corrupt our
faith:1. Worry
2. Fear
3. Doubt: If you doubt, you become a gentile
and fear is a fruit of Satan.
Satan’s existence is not an excuse for our sins
or choice of following evil. We must be in
spirit and remain in Christ. Jesus offered
himself as the long awaited Messiah, though
he was rejected by his own people.
To receive blessings we must be like Christ.
He took the form of a servant.
(Philippians
2:7). In Christ is life and the life was the light
of men. Jesus is from heaven (1 Corinthians
15:47) and he is light (John 1:1-5), (1 John
1:5).
Jesus shall save his people (Matthew 1:21).
Christ the Prince of life (Acts 3:15). Jesus will
not break his covenant (Psalm 89:34). There is
confidence for those in Jesus
(1 John 5:14-
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15). God will fulfil his covenant with us if we
walk uprightly before him (Genesis 17:1-2).
The pure in heart shall see God. Christ came
to take away our sins. Sin is of the devil. Christ
came to destroy the devil’s deeds. To do the
devil’s deeds is to declare allegiance with him
and not to Christ. Whoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that
loveth not his brother, but he is the child of the
devil. Christ came to give us a second chance
i.e. the life of the blind man, life of Mary
Magdalene who could have been condemned
because of her character.
Holy Spirit touches people’s heart.
You must know where you are going. Enoch
lived for 65 years and knew God. Methuselah
lived 960 years but never knew God. You must
change your attitude towards God i.e.
purification. David was at the wrong place at
the wrong time (sleeping with Uriah’s wife).
Many of us still shake hands with Satan i.e.
still in the world. Do not look for whom to
blame for your misfortunes in the days of
tribulation. If you are in Christ, you must
always feel peace in your heart, just as you feel
peace in your heart when you fall in love. Fall
in love with Jesus. He is the husband of the
house. When he is present in you, all things are
done, no more suffering, pain or agony.
Remember the great words in (Psalm 23: 1-6),
(Psalm 27:3-5, 14), which says be of good
courage and the lord shall strengthen thy heart.
Wait on the Lord. (Psalm 25 vs. 12-14), (Psalm
31 vs. 1) - Put your trust in the Lord and you’ll
never be ashamed. (Psalm 34:17-19), (Psalm
50;15 says, “call upon me in the day of trouble
and I will deliver thee and thy shall glorify
me.”

A Christian must know where he is going, he
must not be a backslider, a backslider always
runs away from God, always far away from
God. When you try to win souls for Christ,
Satan will try to make you backslide. What
have you contributed to what you are today,
the greater the promises of God for you, the
greater the war with Satan. Sometimes, fear
may make promises to hit the rock. Every
promise of God will go into a situation like
when a pregnant woman is about to deliver,
that is, looking towards the deliverance of joy,
happiness, good health, wealth etc… You can
not question God; why he did not do certain
things for you. God knows the situation of
everyone. We must all get connected to him,
and before you can receive from him you have
to remember the story of Job who was a perfect
and upright man, he feared God and eschewed
evil. Therefore Satan cannot touch God’s
servants without his permission. The disasters
that befell Job were of human agency, although
Satan’s power was behind it all. We must thank
God for all he has done. (Psalm 118 vs. 1). If
the stars and moon can glorify God then what
about we human beings? (Psalm 19 vs. 1-9).
A child of God will not suffer Psalm 34 (vs.89), (vs.10-16), (vs.19). Psalm 37 (vs.5). The
promise of God is everlasting Psalm 89
(vs.34). Remember that Christ suffered for us
Isaiah 53 (4) and as a result of this Jesus must
be lifted Jh 3 (vs.14-15). The promises of God
is on us as confirmed in Isaiah 58 (vs. 11) and
also Isaiah 60 (vs.1) a time will come, when
every child of God will arise out of darkness
and shine with God’s glory and the Gentiles
shall come to her light. In conclusion, God
will perfect that which concerneth every reader
of this article and the mercy of God shall
endure forever in your life in Christ Jesus.
Amen.
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Covenant 2008

Thanksgiving Harvest

Beautiful covenantees dressed for the occasion

Patron of covenant Scroll,HMSE Jolapamo launching harvest ed

High calibre MC Omolabi & MC Lanre

LSES Shokunbi aka Mama Laide launching magazine

Sup Evang F A O Salu delivered sermon while HE
Leopold interpreting
Elders high table

A'int they gorgeous
Shepherd & wife are all smiles

Thanksgiving Prayer by the
shepherd

cross-section of guests

invitees

Chairman Onaloye & HMSE Gbadebo with the sidesmen

SES Omogbai, children
Sunday school teacher
looked after the children
Shepherd & church offering thanks

Harvest chairpersons HSE Onaloye & SSES Oyeyemi and members

Sis Akinola,Eld Sis Lisa,LSES Bakare
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They kept the children entertained

These bevy of ladies kept our stomach filled with delicious foods

Director of Music & choir doing their thing

Asst. Sup Evang Damilola Oshin
conducted the service
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A GLORIOUS AFTERNOON WITH

Pastor P.S. Maforikan
When Pastor Paul Suru Maforikan worshipped in our parish earlier in the year it
was a glorious opportunity to hear his views about many things pertaining to the
state of the church. Covenant Scroll held an open live interview with him in front
of the parish congregation. Covenant Media also recorded it for posterity.
Firstly sir, could you please tell us about your
youth and how you came to join the church?
What you’ve asked is clear but there is a time
to talk and a time when not to talk. However
in brevity, I was born into a prestigious
family known as Maforikan and today I am a
pastor in Celestial Church of Christ. It is not
by my power or choice, it is the will of God.
Initially, I never heard of Celestial Church of
Christ. There was a time when I was fasting
for 7 days. I was locked indoors throughout
this period , not seeing the sun while praying
fervently. The Holy Spirit directed that the
fasting should be concluded by the seaside.
When I got to the seaside on December 1948,
I saw some members of the church in the
company of the Pastor Founder, Pa Oschoffa
all praying. It was on 25th of December.
I wondered who these people were. I later
moved away from them and started praying
by myself on the beach. Then I saw some
people walking towards me saying “that is
the church you are called to”. I joined them
and Celestial Church that day. When I left the
beach, I enquired about the location of their
church and was directed somewhere. On
getting there, I learnt that Pa Oschoffa was at
home. I insisted on going to his house.
We met on the way. He was going to sanctify
a house. He told us to go ahead to his house.
At his house people were praying for his wife
in the parlour. So we sat down and watched.
When they finished, we also knelt down and
they were still praying for us when Pastor
Founder came in.
While he watched us, I started to shake. I
tried to resist this phenomenon and tried to
control myself. I was thinking to myself
“don’t mess up or disgrace yourself here”. Pa

Oschoffa asked if anything was wrong with
me to which I replied “NO”. He told them to
give me a candle and that was how I started
prophesising. It went on from 9am till 3am
early morning of the following day. When I
came to my normal self, I was surrounded by
a crowd. Pa Oschoffa said “you are now my
son”. I have been in the church ever since.
Glory be to God.
Chorus...Halleluyah
When did this event take place and you
actually joined the church, sir ?
I joined in 1948, a year after Celestial Church
was founded.
This was exactly a year after the church was
founded. How were things done in the church
in those days, sir? What was the state of
affairs in the fold back then?
There was abundant love in the church in
those days. We used to eat together and
things were done in pretty good accord. As
the church began to grow, intellectuals began
to join us. In time they began to dominate
and pollute the church. The result is what you
see today. Rest assure that God will rectify
his church and bring order back into the fold
in name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Chorus....AMEN.
How close were you to the Pastor Founder
Oschoffa, sir?
As close as a son to his father. He was my
father-in-Christ, my boss, my teacher who
taught me a lot of things. He taught me very
well till today. When it was time to empower
me, he took me to a deep forest (aginju)
where he prayed and fasted from morning till
evening. When we were praying, we were at

his father’s house. In this family house, there
was a lot of trouble directed at him. There
was constant bickering between him and his
wife.
This is mainly because he was the only
Christian in the household. These constant
fights resulted in him sometimes leaving for
the church for up to three days before
returning home again. It was while we were
praying in the wilderness that the Holy Spirit
revealed to me that God will build a house
for him within three months. I told him this
revelation. When we got home, he called his
wife and told her.
She asked where the money was coming
from because “we have no money” but the
Holy Spirit is upon this man and it will surely
come to pass. I was in the parlour (next
room) but I heard this conversation. After
eating, I went back home. Within three
months, what happened? An engineer in the
railways from Cote d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast),
the first Evangelist named Nathaniel Yasunu
came from Abidjan on holiday. He said he
wanted to build a house. So, we went and
sanctified the land for him. It was a
Wednesday.
On Thursday he was summoned back to
Abidjan urgently. He gave all the money he
planned to build the house with to Pa
Oschoffa for safe-keeping saying that he
would be back shortly for it. We did not
know what happened when he got back to
Abidjan but he sent a message back home to
Pa Oschoffa authorising him to use that
money to start building his own house. It was
a lot of money. Pastor Founder told him to
put it in writing and he did.
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He gave me money to buy sand, blocks,
cement etc. We started work in September
and by December 1960, Pastor moved into
his new house. On January 1st 1961 he told
me to come to his house because he wanted
to send me on an errand. On my arrival, he
told me to go into the bedroom. I went in and
was looking around bewildered when he
came in. He said “you, my prophet
revealed to me that it will happen within
three months and it came to pass. Kneel
down”. He prayed for me and robbed his
saliva on my head twice saying : “from
today on you will be crowned” . Three
times he prophesised these words. I said to
myself “I have not got enough money to live
comfortably and Papa is talking about
wearing crowns...um!

To cut a long story short, things started
changing and money was coming in and I
was able to build my own house. All this
time,I was his tailor. I used to sow all his
clothes...religious garments and muftis. I also
used to sew for the church members. I have
the special gift to cut clothes accurately ready
to be sown together. If I am given a pattern or
sample, the Holy Spirit descends on me and
guides my hands. Hallelujah.
Pa Oschoffa later told me to get a pen and
paper. He said I will face a lot of spiritual
warfare and gave me seven names which I
wrote down. He told me to use those names
when tribulation comes but instructed that
they must only be used for protection and not

to harm or wish ill on others. These names I
always use when trouble comes till today.

parishes in Abidjan which is 80% of religious
parishes in Abidjan.

What was the relationship between you and
Rev. Bada when he was alive and was Pastor
after Pa Oschoffa?
Bada was my boss.

They are very religious over there and they
know me very well. My advice to you is to
settle your mind here, worship the Lord Jesus
Christ and you will see His glory in your
lives.

Regarding prophets, what is your opinion of
the current prophets/prophetesses compared
with times past?
There was a time when Papa was inside his
room for three days. He didn’t venture
outside, he kept praying. He sent for me to
come on Sunday morning and I went to see
him. He told me to go round the parishes and
announce that he wanted to see all the
prophets and prophetesses by 3pm that day. I
grabbed my bicycle and pedalled furiously
round the parishes.
Everyone was present. He said “Today I am
declaring this before God and men that
Maforikan whether he is small, short or tall,
I hereby make him the head of all
prophets/tesses in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ” When he allowed me to talk, I said
this is a very heavy load but if the prophets
helped me with prayer, I will carry the load
seriously. I said that there some people who
were not prophets but were serving as such.
I wanted them to join us and let us work
together. Someone then attacked me. Papa
was surprised and said “I appointed him to
this position and you are speaking rudely to
him.
Today I disrobe you” He was demoted from
superior leader to brother. He had to sit at the
back of the church for three months before
he was re-instated to superior leader. So
whatever is revealed to me always come to
pass. It’s not by my power, it is the will of
the Lord who empowered me and still works
with me till today.
What miracles have the Lord used you to
accomplish?
Firstly, this my son, John Baptise was born
prematurely. He appeared lifeless, so I buried
him in a pot. A prophet arose and instructed
that he should be dug up (exhumed) and
brought to him. I told him that he was already
buried but he persisted, so we dug him up.
We prayed and prayed until he came back to
life. The tribulations continued. He even
became blind. I prayed and his sight was
restored miraculously.
God did many other miracles. At Abidjan,
sight was restored to many blind people.
Crippled people were healed. The dead of
many days were brought back to life.
Hallelujah! Today, there are over 350

12

Last but not the least, what steps have you
taken to unify the church as you have done
in Abidjan?
There is a lot to say and I will save most of it
for another day. In brief, when I became
Pastor, I went round to convey a unification
meeting. Pastor Agbaosi attended the
meeting and agreed to unification. The
trustees refused. So, I instructed 25 women
to go to Adefeso to tell him that we wanted to
be one. Ogunlesi, Banjo, Emmanuel and
Owodunni also wanted the church to be one.
We agreed to meet at Pastor Founder’s house
at Porto Novo. We all went there.
There was a big audience. We talked at
length. I urged Emmanuel to let us unite the
church. He said he wanted the church to
unite. The crowd were happy. Tosho was
there standing beside him. I called Somorin
(shepherd, Festac Parish) to stand beside me.
I then proposed that the two of us should
disrobe to which he refused saying that he
was chosen by the Holy Spirit.
I asked if I was chosen by the devil. I
repeated that if we both disrobe, we can then
proceed to do the work of God. He refused. I
then proposed that he could be Pastor in
charge of administration and I could be
Pastor in charge of church work (osise
Oluwa) since I know the work. He agreed
wholeheartedly to this division of labour. So,

it was agreed that Emmanuel will be Pastor
(Admin) and I will be Pastor (Spiritual).
Everybody clapped.
We embraced each other and the people
clapped. Many people pledged clothes,
money etc. It was agreed that when we get
back to Lagos, we would call a press
conference with 21 people on each side and
declare unification. Everybody clapped and
were happy.
Upon arrival back in Lagos, they said to him
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel, look Maforikan
will kill you o” God forbid that I commit
murder. In a nutshell that is how they
changed his mind. Now, Emmanuel is scared
of me. If he comes in now and hears that I’m
here, he will run away. He is very afraid of
me. Otherwise the church would have been
one today but I know that God’s will be
done. Amen.
The elders in this parish want you to please
try again to liaise with him. Maybe he will
change his mind. The unity of C.C.C.
worldwide is our paramount objective.
Thank you. We are working on that presently.

I have appointed some people to act as
intermediaries. Unity will return. The Holy
Spirit will take control. Why should anyone
be afraid of death? We will all die eventually,
so why would I or anyone else want to kill
him? His father taught me and predicted that
I will be crowned. How can I wish his
children bad? We are working on it.
What is your view regarding indiscriminate
anointment all over the place? Many take it
in other to form their own parishes but
overall membership is not increasing. They
are not winning souls.
You must take anointment in the right way. It
is dangerous to take it indiscriminately. Look
at rank of Superior Evangelist now. Young
and old are now Superiors. I prayed for
wisdom to direct the church. I am allowed to
grant only 7 new ranks. I have 3 deputy
Pastors, Mother Celestials and 21 Most
Superiors.
What legacy would you like to leave behind?
You have asked a very big question. When
the time comes, we will talk about it.
Thank you, very much daddy.

13

Covenantees in the

Holy City of

Jerusalem

By LSP Toyin
Fawehinmi-Sowande

Jesus Christ fed over 5000 people here at Tabgha with
2 fishes & 5 loaves of bread

Shepherd at a station of the cross

Jerusalem

In the summer of 2009, the shepherd of our parish Superior
Evangelist John Maforikan led a group of Covenantees on a Holy
Pilgrimage to our Lord’s city, Jerusalem.

J
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Sup. Evang. John
Maforikan (Shepherd)
Praying on top of
Mount Sinai

erusalem is a beautiful city where the
Word was made flesh. It was where
the Word was made to dwell among
human. The Bible says “In the last
days the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established in the top of the
mountains and shall be exalted above the
hills, and all nations shall flow unto it and
many people shall go and say, come ye, and
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob…”
Therefore, I was very excited when I
realised that the Lord gave me the grace
and opportunity to have my feet set within
the gates of Jerusalem. The scripture says;
He want us to take note of the fences and
palaces of Jerusalem so that we may tell it
to the generation that follows because this
God is our God forever and will be our
guide unto death Psa.48:12-14.
Beloved, truly speaking, by the special
grace of God as we have read and heard so
did we see in the city of the Lord of hosts’.
It was like walking through the Bible. In
this city, you are also bound to experience
spirituality that may take you to a realm
where you will never remain the same.
In fact I will plead to all Christians to
strive to be a “loud mouth” as regards His
words and visitation to our Father’s city in
accordance with the prophecy of prophet
Isaiah “bring my daughter and sons from

far, even from ends of the earth, fear not I
am with the, I will bring thy seed from the
east, and gather thee from the west...every
one called by my name, for I have created
him for my glory...” Isa.43:5-7.

Among lots of holy places we visited, I
will like to mention a few:
i) We had the opportunity to see the empty
Sepulchre, where Jesus rose from the
dead. Till this day, the rock (cover of
His tomb) brings out oil in summer,
(we visited the place in the summer).
Some of our colleagues who had visited
in winter testified to the fact that the
rock brings out water in the winter.
ii) The now dry pool of Bethsaida. This is
where an angel will move the water at
certain time in a year, to heal the sick. It
is also where Jesus healed the man who
was lame for thirty-eight years.
iii) The home of Joseph the carpenter. It is
the compound where Jesus was brought
up; seeing Virgin Mary’s kitchen made
me imagine how she would then call
Jesus in her motherly tongue “Yeshua!
Yeshua!!” in just a way any earthly
mother will beckon on her child.
iv) River Jordan - It is amazing to get
baptized here where our Lord Jesus
Christ was baptized.
v) The mountain of Zion – Witnessing the

Covenantee pilgrims on top of Mt. Sinai

Shepherd at the Wailing Wall with church members' prayer requests

Sun coming out of his
chamber from the end of the
heaven gave me the feeling
of observing where the
heavens declare the glory of
God. The sun gradually came
out like a bridegroom
coming out of his chambers
covering himself with light
like a garment clothed with
honour and majesty, he came
out of its chambers laid with
waters. Mountain of Zion
is so high with all round
uncountable steps.
vi The Wailing Wall – I believe
this is where the only duty of
the host of angel is to
welcome and receive prayer
requests
of
Christian
visitors.

Lord go up unto the testimony of
Israel to give thanks unto the
name of the Lord”. Great is the
Lord and greatly to be praised in
the city of our God, in the
mountain of his holiness. It was a
great experience. The memories
of this spiritual re-birth will
linger on.

Minister of Tourism presented certificates to the new JPs.

Though Christians are not
commanded to visit Jerusalem
however the book of Psalm
Chapter 122 says “tribes of the

Shepherd baptising a
covenantee in the River Jordan

In the church yard outside the Sepulchre
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Abraham:

JERUSALEM PILGRIMS
THANKS OFFERING

His Calling, Faith
And Blessings
CCC & C&S JPs

Tour Operator HMSE Odunlami & friends

JPs offering thanks

Jerusalem Pilgrims from C&S

new Jerusalem Pilgrims 2009

MC Egbadon,LSES Lola with C&S friend

These childen of God first met in Jerusalem

Oh Yeah! HMSE Adesiyan can do the clapping bit too
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A

braham as we all know is the father
of nations. We are his descendants
and that is why we all claim his
blessings in the song “Abraham’s
blessings are mine…” and if we must claim his
blessings then it is important for us to know how
he was so blessed and the magnitude of his
blessings through his calling, his faith and the
blessings everyone is claiming today.

BRIEF HISTORY:
Abram was born in Ur of Chaldees, located in
the Tigris- Euphrates valley region. From Ur,
Abram and his family moved to Haran, about
600 miles (975 kilometres) to the northwest.
There, at the age of 75, he received his calling
from God and left Haran for Canaan when the
Lord appeared to him in Scechem. At the age of
86, he gave birth to Ishmael in Hebron and at
the age of 99 he was promised Isaac in Genesis
17. He gave birth to Isaac at the age of 100
(Gen.21:1-5) and died at Hebron at the age of
175. (Gen.25:7). Abraham lived a good long
life. After he died, he was buried in cave of
Machpelah near Mamre that he had purchased
to bury his wife Sarah, who died before him.
Later, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Leah were all
buried in the same place, known today as the
“Tomb of Patriarchs” in Hebron. (Gen.49:2931)
HIS CALLIG:
Abraham was called by God to leave his father’s
house for a place where “He will show him”
Gen 12:1“ow the lord had said unto Abram,
get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I
will shew thee” He had already left his native
land Ur with his father Terah to go to the land of
Canaan but Terah died in Haran Gen 11:31-32.
“And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son
of Haran his son’s son, and Sarah his daughter
in law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went forth
with them from Ur of Chaldees, to go into the
land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and
dwelt there. And the days of Terah were two
hundred and five years; and Terah died in
Haran”. So when God called Abraham, it was to
continue from where his father stopped. Though
we do not know if God told Terah to leave Ur
but when Abraham left Haran as instructed by
God he went to Canaan Gen 12:5. “And Abram
took Sarah his wife, and Lot his brother’s son,
and all their substance that they had gathered,
and the souls that they had got in Haran; and
they went forth to go into the land of Canaan;
and into the land of Canaan they came”. The
keyword we can take from Abraham’s calling

and his dealings with God is OBEDIECE and
we can all agree that throughout his lifetime he
enjoyed a father and son relationship with God.
HIS FAITH:
Faith means strong belief without proof,
complete confidence or trust (dictionary) and
according to the Bible in Heb 11:1 “Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen”. Abraham exemplifies these
two definitions as shown in the book of Hebrew
11:8-10. “By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should after
receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went
out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he
sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise.
For he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God”. Abraham
trusted God with his future. Also read Gen 12:27. Even at a very old age, Abraham trusted
God’s promised that he would have a son. Gen
15:1-6 “ …And Abram said, Lord God, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the
steward of my house is this Eliezer of
Damascus?
And Abram said, behold, to me thou hast
given no seed; and lo one born in my house is
mine heir. And behold the word of the lord came
unto him saying, this shall not be thine heir; but
he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels
shall be thine heir…”
When Abraham’s faith was tried he
demonstrated faith by not allowing anything to
come before God, he prepared to sacrifice his
son. Gen 22:1-3, “And it came to pass after
these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and
said unto him, Abraham: and he said, behold
here I am. And he said , take now thy son, thine
only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee
into the land of Moriah; and offer him therefore
a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee…”.See also Heb 11:17-19.
When Isaac his son asked him what they will
use for the burnt offering: Gen 22:7, “And Isaac
spake unto Abraham his father, and said, my
father: and he said, Here I am, my son. And he
said behold the fire and the wood: where is the
lamb for the burnt offering?” By faith he
answered him that God will provide the lamb
they will use as burnt offering Gen 22: 8. “And
Abraham said my son; God will provide himself
a lamb for burnt offering; so they went both of
them together”.
At God’s command, Abraham circumsiced
every male in his family..please read Gen 17:
10-13. On this occasion he acted simply in

By Senior Leader Segun Popoola

obedience to God and not because he
understood the significance of what he was
doing. His faith runs through his household as
we can read in Heb 11: 11 and Heb 11: 20.
HIS BLESSIGS:
The Hebrew meaning of the name Abram is A
HIGHER FATHER and God changed it to
Abraham which in Hebrew means FATHER
OF MULTITUDE Gen 17:5. “either shall thy
name anymore be called Abram, but thy name
shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations
have I made thee”. From this name change we
should be able to imagine the magnitude of his
blessings from God. Going through the
covenants God made with Abraham, we will see
that he was a blessed man. Everywhere he went
he was always blessed and whatever he did
always received God’s blessing. Gen 12: 2-3
“And I will make of thee a great nation, and I
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed”. Abraham interceded on
behalf of Abimelech and his household and God
answered him. Please refer to Gen 20:1418.Following on from the above, Abraham
directed a peaceful separation from Lot and
settled at the oaks of Mamre even when it seems
to be an unfair settlement. Please read Gen 13:
8-13. Note that he was still blessed by God Gen
13:14-17. “And the lord said unto Abram, after
that Lot was separated from him, lift up now
thine eyes, and southward, and eastward, and
westward: for all the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed forever.
And I will make thy seed as the dust of the
earth: so that if a man can number the dust of
the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.
Arise; walk through the land in the length of it
and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto
thee”.
In conclusion, we can see that by obeying
God’s call and being faithful to him Abraham’s
covenant was manifested and today we are all
living testimonies of this Gen 17: 6-8 “And I
will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and I will
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out
of thee. And I will establish my covenant
between me and thee and thy seed after thee in
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to
be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.
And I will give unto thee and to thy seed after
thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the
land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession;
and I will be their God.
This topic was previously presented to our
Bible Class
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OVERCOMING

STRESS

HSE Olawale Shokunbi

Health & Safety Executives define stress as “the adverse reaction people
have to excessive pressure or other types of demand placed upon them”.

M

odern church leaders and their
congregations are under
increasing stress which impact
on their performance. We live
in a cursed world- Gen 3:17-19, Romans
8:18-21. Pressure itself is not a bad thing.
Employers like people who can cope under
pressure.
At low levels of pressure there is often
low performance. This could be a nonservice day at church or quiet day at work
and is an opportunity to chill out. Tomorrow
may be very busy. As pressure increases,
performance increases. In the work out
zone, we think rapidly, move faster and make
decisions quickly. Most people cope
comfortably in this zone. In the stretch zone,
performance is still rising but the adrenalin

is now pumping. You reach peak
performance. By the time you get to the
strain zone, you’ve gone past maximum
effective pressure point and performance is
now falling. This area corresponds to adverse
reaction to pressure in the definition above
i.e. you are now under stress! Mistakes begin
to happen and you may fall into burn-out
zone where performance falls rapidly to zero.

life..1 Kings 19:1-4. How did God deal
with this stressful situation? Firstly, He
provided for his rest and refreshment by
sending an angel to minister to him...1
Kings 19:5-8. Secondly, He asked him a
question and spoke to him...1Kings 19:811... i. e. Counselling!!. Realise that God
is in control and nothing happens that He
has not permitted.

Symptoms are wide ranging and can be
physiological, emotional, intellectual or
spiritual. Eating patterns are affected
resulting in weight gain/loss, anger and
irritation towards colleagues or family
members, road rage, loss of confidence and
excessive worrying. Immune systems
become depleted and you catch every cough,
cold or flu bug doing the rounds. Lack of
concentrations and inability to pray, loss of
hope, doubting and blaming God,
withdrawal from fellowship (missing
church). However stress can drive some
people closer to God.
Remember that stress is a reaction to
pressure. The root problem is the various
pressures we are subjected to in life.
Picture yourself as a metal spring
designed to carry weights or
pressures.

2. Pressures due to demand &
expectations of others. Trying to satisfy
and meet demands of others leave us with
no time to rest. We don’t have to fulfil
every expectation of others. Pray over the
expectation and seek God’s wisdom.
There is a time for everything...Eccles
3:1-2, 9-11. Remember Mary and Martha
in Luke 10:38-42. Spending time with
God in a quiet place is essential and God
will show you your priorities so you can
say NO to some expectations of others
without guilt. Matthew 11:28-30.
Case study: Jesus Christ ...Mark 1:3538. Jesus came to serve people but people
were not His master. However Mark
6:30-34 shows that sometimes we need
to show compassion and not be too rigid.
3. Pressure due to our own expectations.
Many people pressurise themselves by
setting up goals sometimes because of
the way they were brought up.
Some see themselves as self-sufficient,
reliable and courageous. They will refuse
help because they see it as a sign of
weakness.
Some people are people-pleasers. Their
logo is “co-operation, consideration,
serve others”. They don’t like to offend.
So they pressurise themselves to avoid
conflict. They want to be liked by all.
Some see themselves as energetic and

1.
Pressures
due
to
changes in our lives include
birth, marriage, death, moving
house, changing jobs, credit
crunch or family illness.
Case study : Elijah ...
1Kings 18:17...after being
falsely accused by King Ahab
and threatened with death by
Jezebel,
Elijah
under
immense stress fled for his
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efficient. They hate wasting time. They
always drive in the fast lane and hate
traffic jams.
Some have perfection instilled in them
from childhood. There is no time to play,
they must always win, be top of the class
not relying on others. Working to a high
standard is good but is sinful if it
becomes a way of earning acceptance
and approval from God. Self reliance is
sinful. Pro 3:5....”Trust in the
Lord......”
Case study : Apostle Paul...2 Cor 1:811. Through his efforts Paul came under
so much pressure until he learned to drop
self-reliance and rely on God alone. 2
Cor12:9.
4. Pressure due to lack of purpose in our
life. We may feel engaged in meaningless
or ungainful task. Why carry on?
Pressure to find a purpose results and
many turn to food, alcohol, etc.
Bitterness may set in. The remedy is
forgiveness.
Case stud : Joseph...Gen 37-48. Joseph
did not let the apparent lack of purpose
in his life put pressure on him. He

forgave his brothers and trusted himself
to God’s plan ..Gen 45:5-8 ,Gen 50:20.
5. Pressure from spiritual attack. Every
Christian is involved in spiritual battle.
Jesus prayed for us in John 17:15. Satan
can attack us directly as in Gen 3:1-5,
through our own sinful nature (the
accuser of the brethren) ...hence Romans
8:1-2, or via third parties ...read
ehemiah 4. The powers of prayer,
repentance, deliverance and trust in the
Lord are our armour in overcoming these
pressures....Eph 6:10-12.
Let us now examine how we can
strengthen ourselves (the spring).
1.
Physically...our bodies, the temple
of the Lord should be taken care of. Eat
healthy diets, cut back on caffeine, sugar,
salt, drink at least 1 litre of water (not tea
or coffee) a day, exercise, sleep for at
least 8 hours a day, go outside for fresh
air and daylight for at least 30 minutes
daily etc.
2.
Spiritually...Grow to spiritual
maturity. This is not achieved in a rush
but by prayer and Bible study. Heb 5:1214, Joshua 1:8.

3.
Emotionally...Just as our heart
(organ) is vital to life so is our emotional
heart. Guard your heart for out of it flows
the issues of life. It is your storehouse.
What have you stored in it? .....Luke
6:45.
4.
Intellectually...Learn new skills
and broaden your knowledge and
thinking by reading books. Reading can
mould your minds and souls. The Bible
teaches us to renew our minds...Romans
12:2.
5. Laughter...this is the best medicine
both for prevention and cure. Pro. 17:22.
A family that laughs together stays
together. God never sleeps and is not
fatigued because He laughs...Psalm 2:14. He laughs because He knows the end
from the beginning. Psalm 37:10-13.
Eliphaz, one of Job’s friends advised him
to laugh during his tribulations..Job
5:8,16,21-22.
This topic was discussed in our Bible
Class
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A new baby in the fold
Sis Mary got hooked to Anthony in Nigeria
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LSP Toyin Oladotun
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The Church hosted
a spirit filled

YOUR HEALTH MATTERS…

BOANERGE’S NIGHT
on the 28th August 2009

HMSE Seyi Odubela ministering

CERVICAL
CANCER
By LSP Aderinola Tayo
he cervix is the lower third portion
of the uterus which forms the neck
of the uterus and opens into the
vagina. It allows the passage of a
baby from the uterus to the vagina and
menstrual blood to flow out from the
vagina during menstruation.

T

Alore in full flow

Shepherd annointing the congregation with oil

it's prayer time

Evangelist Oke of Edward St. Parish
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WHAT IS CERVICAL CANCER?
Cervical cancer is malignant cancer of the
cervix or cervical area. It may be present
with vaginal bleeding but symptoms may
be absent until the cancer is in its advanced
stages.

severely abnormal cervical screening
result.
Cervical cancer is a major concern for
many women. Screening programmes
have done much to put minds at ease over
recent years but just how much do you
know about cervical cancer Symptoms,
Causes, Treatments and Prevention?
CAUSES OF CERVICAL CANCER
Cervical Cancer is not hereditary but the
risk can increase if your mother and sister
have had this cancer. It is caused by a very
common
virus
called
Human

Evangelist Oke of Edward St. Parishsection of women folk

programme co-ordinators

Sup Evang Fatusi, HMSE Jegede

Prophetess Titi delivering her message

Choirmaster and artistees

HOW COMMON IS CERVICAL
CANCER?
Every 2 minutes, somewhere in the world
a woman dies of cervical cancer. Cervical
cancer is the second most common cancer
among women worldwide after breast
cancer. About 2,800 women are diagnosed
with cervical cancer in the UK each year.
Overall, 2 out of every 100 cancers
diagnosed in women under 45 years old
are cervical cancers. The risk is low during
the teens but is highest during the ages of
20 to 29; slowly decreasing thereafter as we
saw in the case of Jade Goody who died at
the age of 23 years from cervical cancer.
However every woman may be at risk.
About 4.4 million women are invited for
cervical screenings (smear testing) each
year in England and about 24,000 have a

Papillomavirus (HPV), an infection that
can spread from one person to another
during sexual activity. The virus gets into
the surface cells of the cervix where it can
stay for several years without causing any
harm. Then, for no apparent reason it may
start to cause damage to these cells. These
changes can be detected by cervical
screening (smear testing) and if found
early enough can be treated to prevent
cancer developing. If left untreated, cancer
can develop and may lead to serious illness
and death. Overall, three out of every five
patients are cured. For women under 50,
nearly four out of every five are cured.
SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS
The early stages of cervical cancer may be
completely unnoticeable. Vaginal bleeding

or vaginal mass may indicate the presence
of malignancy. Also, moderate pain
during sexual intercourse and vaginal
discharge are symptoms of cervical cancer.
Symptoms of advanced cervical cancer
may include: loss of appetite, weight loss,
fatigue, pelvic pain, back pain, leg pain,
severe swollen leg, heavy bleeding from
the vagina at times other than during
menstruation or bleeding after menopause,
leaking of urine or faeces from the vagina
and bone fractures.
RISKS
1. Weak immune systems. In women who
have the virus HIV, their immune
system is weaker so the body will not
effectively clear the HIP infection.
2. Starting sexual intercourse at a young
age increases the risk
3. Being promiscuous i.e. having a high
number of sexual partners adds to the
risk
4. Wrong diet. A diet low in fruits and
vegetables as well as obesity may
increase risk
5. Oral contraceptives. Women who have
taken oral contraceptives for a long
time may have a higher risk.
PREVENTION
Screening (Smear Test)
Preventive vaccination
Condoms (if promiscuous or in the
habit of sharing partners)
The new HPV vaccine has been
developed to reduce cervical cancer in
girls. The HPV vaccine works by
preventing the most common types of
HPV and genital that causes cervical
cancer. It is given in three doses of
vaccine. This is targeted at girls from
the age of 12. Parents should ensure
that they speak with their GPs about
the vaccine.

TREATMENTS
Treatment consists of surgery in early
stages
and
chemotherapy
and
radiotherapy in advanced stages of the
disease.
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Woman’s
Preserving a

by SES
Afolashade Obakoya

self worth

awards 2009

New undergraduates bursary

Job 11:13-18 “You will have courage
because you will have hope. You will be
protected and rest in safety” (NKJV).

In this article, I will be using the story of the Samaritan woman as the focus for my topic.
John 4:39, “He told me everything I ever did.” (NIV)
f you take a look at the woman at
the well, you’ll find a picture of you
and me. We all have labels that we
don’t like: addict, unfit, shy, stuckup, party girl, gold-freak, fat, arrogant,
skinny, spend-freak unproductive,
quitter, cheapskate, unworthy and the
list goes on!
Who was this woman at the well? If
you are not familiar with her story, take
time to read John 4:1-30. What was her
background? We don’t have details but
we can be sure that her misdirected life
didn’t happen all at once. It was
achieved by believing and acting on one
lie at a time. This woman was on a
desperate mission to find herself and her
worth through men! (How wrong she
was)!
An encounter at a well between her
and Jesus brought two lives together and
changed one forever. Through Jesus she
found the love and worth she
desperately desired - just as some of us
did! Her story delivers hope when
divorce, separation or bereavement is
claiming a lot of victims each year,
leaving broken lives, financial wrecks
and aching hearts in its wake.

I
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I suspect this woman had been
suffering from the “The self worth”
disease; the questioning of her life that
causes her ‘dis‘ (the absence or reversal
of) ‘ease‘ (freedom). “If only I hadn’t
made that wrong decision;” “if only I
had married a man who found value in
me;” “if only my children would show
me respect“ “if only my parents were
different;” if only, if only, if only. We
need to move away completely from the
“if only” syndrome and cross over to the
giver of the living water who would
make our lives meaningful and give us
our self worth! We need to feel good
about ourselves and refuse to be
burdened by any situation no matter
how terrible it may seem!
Some of us may have gone through
disappointments, loss of a spouse etc
and this might have left a feeling of
unworthiness, rejection, loneliness and
lack of self worth in the scheme of life,
not realizing the love of God is freely
offered and this is most satisfying!
No doubt separation from our loved
ones can bring feelings of loneliness, but
rather than deny or spiritualize the pain
we feel, we need to acknowledge it and

move on!
Life can have a monotonous pattern.
We continue to do the same thing over
and over again. Though we may find
temporary satisfaction, we will get
thirsty again. We will keep trying to
quench our thirst with a different man, a
better job, a bigger house, another
neighborhood, another country but truly
that may only bring temporary relief!
We live in a hurting world. Haunting
choices from the past linger in our lives
and prevent us from being all that God
intends for us to be. Baggage doesn’t
have to be a reality in our lives. God
longs to give us an abundant life. If only
we would accept His life-giving water
and leave our drought in the dust.
For every woman who has been hit
by the pain of divorce, death or rejection
whether as a wife or daughter, I pray
that they will be able to see their worth
through God’s eyes. The Lord, saw value
in the woman at the well and without a
doubt, He can see it in each one of us too!
Let us ask God to teach us to drink from
His life-giving water each day and live
the abundant life He provides.

covenant undergraduates with shepherd's wife

Bro Sunkanmi Tayo receiving his bursary & gift

Congratulations to Sis Hannah Okuyemi

Cov Scroll editorial member, Sis. Adekunle

It's Bro. Adetona Gbadebo's turn
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Every year around the same period, Christians and non Christians all
over the planet celebrate Christmas. Families and friends also send
messages of well wishes to each other across the world for the coming
“New Year“. This is the most awaited time after birthday celebration
for children who expect all kinds of gifts from parents, uncles, aunties,
grandfathers and grandmothers, etc. It is also time for some
businesses to make their best profits of the year. This festival period
is called Christmas.
By Hon. Evang.
Marius Klouvi
Why do we celebrate Christmas?
Christmas
is
the
celebration
or
commemoration of the birth of Our Lord and
Saviour Jesus. The name Christmas comes
from the Latin word: Christes Maesse which
means service of Holy Communion. The
decision to celebrate Christmas on December
25th was made sometimes during the 4th
century by catholic bishops in Rome.
Theologians had tried to calculate the exact
date of birth of Jesus. Since a date was not
found, December 25th was agreed being near
the extreme winter solace and to turn pagans

away from the traditional feast of the sun.
We celebrate Christmas to commemorate
the “birth of Christ” the same way we
celebrate our birthdays every year. For us
Christians it is a time to renew our love and
affection for our Lord and for one another.
Parents towards their children, children
towards their parents, friends towards their
friends, etc... And this is why we get loads of
presents (Ha!!! Ha!!! Ha!!!).
The
manifestation of God came through revelation
in the Bible;
John 1:11-18 “He came unto his own, and

The real meaning of

Christmas!
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his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God. And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth. John bare witness of him, and cried,
saying, this was He of whom I spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred before me: for
he was before me. And of his fullness have all

we received, and grace for grace. For the law
was given by Moses, but grace and truth came
by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”
Heb 1:1-6 “God, who at sundry times and
in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds; who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image of his person,
and upholding all things by the word of his
power, when he had by himself purged our
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high; being made so much better than the
angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a
more excellent name than they. For unto
which of the angels said he at any time, Thou
art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And
again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall
be to me a Son? And again, when he bringeth
in the first begotten into the world, he saith,
and let all the angels of God worship him?
What is the importance of Christ in our
lives?
In recent years, Christmas has been so
commercialised that the real meaning of it was
lost. To unbelievers, Christmas is a time to
receive gifts, to eat well and have a nice time.
For us Christians, we know that the “birth of
Christ” is the moment when the Saviour came
into humanity, for the Bible tells us that we
cannot go to the Father unless we believe in
Him. Christmas is the time The Lord has
appointed to send His beloved son, the Lamb
of God to come and save the world. God
loved Jesus and although He knew that He was
coming to the earth for a mission that was hard
He did not stop Him from coming. Can any
child really want to lose anything dear to them?
Can a parent bring a child to the world
knowing that they had a mission like that to
accomplish? Can they bear the pain? Yet
because of the love He has for us, God chose
to send Jesus to earth.
Love is something that makes Christmas
the love of God towards humanity and the
greatest gift the world could ever encounter.
Love is paramount to Christians. Love is what
Christ brought and demonstrated. We
Celestians have communion for Christmas
and for this we must be clean and ready
spiritually to be able to receive The Lord.
Preparation includes not holding grudge, being
in love and peace with one another.
Redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify us – Titus 2:14.
Christ saved us from all our sins- Math
1:21, Rom 5:9, Heb 9:26 John 1:29
Sanctify the people -Heb 13:12, Heb 10:
4

Reconcile us with God – Colossians 1:23
Propitiation (atonement) for our sins –
Heb 2:17, 1John 2:3
Holy and blameless – Eph 5:25-28,
1Pet1:16
The righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us – Rom 8:3-4
Hope & Glory- Rom 5:2, Phil 3:12,
Titus 3:7.
Salvation and Grace – Titus 2:11-13,
1Pet. 1:13
The way, truth & life – John 14:6 ,Heb
10:19 – 20
Jesus Christ made us king – Rev 1:5-6.
The real meaning of Christmas!
2000 years ago in a small stable in the Middle
East was born a child. His birth was foretold
many years ago. Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the
Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold a
virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall
call his name Immanuel being interpreted as
God is with us” God used prophet Isaiah to
prophesy about the coming Messiah. Isaiah
9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace”
Then finally God revealed the name to us.
Matthew 1:21 “and she shall bring forth a son,
and thou shall call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins”.
hrist: Christ is here, Christ is born,
reference to the Holy Scriptures Luke 2:11
“for unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord”
umble: Humility, Helper, Happiness,
Honour, Highest, Hope; Christ taught us
to be humble, 1Peter 5:5 “Likewise, ye
younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.
Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the
proud, and giveth grace to the humble.
Humble yourselves therefore under the
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in
due time: casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you” Our Hope in Christ is now
fulfilled because Christ is born, Christ is our
confidence 1Cor. 13:13 Those who put their
trust in God believe in his promises and trust
God for the future. Hope is a belief in a
positive outcome related to events and
circumstances in one’s life. Hope is the feeling
that what is wanted can be had or that events
will turn out for the best. To hope is to wish
for something with the expectation of the wish
being fulfilled.
edeemer: redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify us – Titus 2:14 “ who gave
himself for us, that he might redeem us from
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people,
zealous
of
good
works”

C
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Righteousness! Now Christ has come and
righteousness is for Christians. There is no
more need to struggle for anything; the
coming of Christ has redeemed us from
tribulations. Jeremiah 23:5-6 “Behold, the
days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise
unto David a righteous Branch, and a King
shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in the earth. In his days
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell
safely: and this is his name whereby he shall
be
called,
THE
LORD
OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS” Psalm 72:1-2.
mmanuel: Invincible, Inheritance, Immortal
- John 3:16 “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” John6:47 “Verily,
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me
hath everlasting life”
aviour: Acts 13: 23 “of this man’s seed
hath God according to his promise raised
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus”
hankful testimony: Isaiah 26:4 “Trust,
Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the
Lord JEHOVAH is everlasting strength”
erciful Messiah: Luke 6:36 “Be ye
therefore merciful, as your Father also is
merciful”
dvocate: Christ is our advocate to the
Lord, 1John 2: 1
alvation: as mentioned in Psa 118:14.
Luke 2:25-30 “behold, there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the
same man was just and devout, waiting for the
consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was
upon him. And it was revealed unto him by
the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death,
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he
came by the Spirit into the temple: and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do
for him after the custom of the law, then took
he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and
said, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart
in peace, according to thy word: for mine eyes
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast
prepared before the face of all people”
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This is what Christmas means. So, as
you celebrate, think about these things and
your Christmas will be glorious. I wish you
all a
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And Prosperous New Year,
God bless you all.
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children
corner

Must Sibling Rivalry Be
Allowed To Continue?
n order to understand the full meaning
of sibling rivalry, we can look up the
deﬁnition. There are several deﬁnitions
of sibling rivalry. Below are two:
Sibling rivalry is antagonism between
brothers and/or sisters that results in
physical ﬁghting, verbal hostility,
teasing or bullying.
It is a type of competition or animosity
among brothers and sisters, bloodrelated or not.

I

Psychologists believe that sibling rivalry
comes from competition for parental
aention, love and approval. The amount of
conﬂict depends on the perception of
parents about the role of each child in the
family, the personalities of the parents and
children, the number and spacing of
children in the family and parental beliefs
about child rearing. It includes their
aitudes towards gender, birth order and
competition. Emotional state of the children
such as pressure in their personal lives can
fuel the rivalry. On the contrary, it can also
be a learning curve and can help to bring
siblings
closer
and
resolve
any
misunderstandings.
Some sibling rivalry is also inﬂuenced
by external factors that children are
inevitably exposed to such as:
Geographical location i.e. the area where
you live
Social life i.e. your school, the type of
friends you socialise with and any after
school social activities you take part in.
Sibling rivalry normally starts from the
time a second child is born. As they get
older so does the extent of the rivalry.
Causes for the rivalry are as follows:
Jealousy
Individuality: Some siblings strive to
avoid been compared to their other
sibling/s and look for ways to stand out
Being around each other all the time:
This tends to build up tension and the
need to get away from each other due to
the claustrophobic environment.
Competition: For parent’s aention and
generally for self worth.
Conﬂict in personality: This is normally
present in brother and sister
relationships whereby they have
diﬀerent interests/ tastes and have
contrasting social circles.
Gender: Male and female conﬂicts are
fuelled through favouritism and
stereotype i.e. the father may prefer the
son and show him more aention, (like
they say, like father, like son) while the
mother may show more aention
towards the daughter, which sometimes
results in why a child may be closer to
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her mother than her father and who the
parents favour in an argument. It is
natural for a son to feel close to his father
and vice versa for the daughter to feel
close to her mother. Some siblings try to
get the aention of the opposite parent
and ﬁll the missing link. This leads to
jealousy i.e. the brother wants his mother
to stop giving his sister too much
aention and give him the same
aention or even more.
Age: The oldest child compared to the
middle and youngest child may feel
more pressure, as they will be given
more responsibility and are expected to
set good examples for the younger ones
and look after them.
Lack of respect between the oldest and
youngest child which results in
misunderstanding due to age diﬀerence
and life experiences. Often the younger
child will often challenge the older to get
a response from him or her, practicing
bad habits they have been exposed to
from outside.
Sibling rivalry is inevitable. It is part of
human nature and there is no sin in this. At
one point in our lives we are going to clash
with our siblings but as you will come to
understand after further reading of this
article there comes a stage when it can
become a sin and breaks one of the
fundamental teachings of our Lord Jesus
Christ: LOVE. As you know throughout the
Bible there are many passages that teach
love particularly those preached by Jesus
Christ.
Those outside of the Christian fold
believe that parents should consult either a
paediatrician, a child and adolescent
psychologist or a family therapist if any of
the following occurs:
Serious aempts at reducing sibling
rivalry have failed.
Siblings physically harm each other.
Siblings constantly tease and belile or
bully each other.
One or more children in the family seem
to have behavioural problems at home
and/or school
The level of sibling rivalry appears to be
destructive to any member of the family.
However as children of God, we can
seek refuge in the teachings of the Bible to
guide us to how we can resolve sibling
rivalry.
We must also take on board that the
following examples go far beyond sibling
rivalry. It can be a summary of rivalry in all
contexts, so do not assume that you should
only love your siblings or close relatives.
Learn to show love to others. Let us look at
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the rivalries between the following:
Cain and Abel
Jacob and Esau
Joseph and his brothers
The prodigal son and siblings
When analysing the event that
originated between Cain and Abel, the
following is a key player in the end result:
Jealousy and Anger.
The story of Cain and Abel can be found
in the book of Genesis 4:1-5 As you already
know Abel was righteous and obeyed God.
This pleased God. Cain also tried to please
God and therefore competed with his
brother for God’s aention. In this scenario
God is the father. Although they both gave
oﬀerings, it was Abel’s that was accepted.
This may be because Abel was in spirit. Cain
became jealous and this jealousy grew into
anger which resulted in Cain killing Abel.
This type of sibling rivalry is one sided. Abel
did not do anything to provoke Cain. Cain
was even warned by God of potential sin but
Cain did not take heart to it. What Cain did
was the most extreme level of sibling rivalry;
he shed his own brother’s blood. This is an
abomination.
If you feel anger and jealousy, pray to
God to remove it from your heart and to
spiritually empower and guide you. These
things are not of God- only the devil brings
thoughts of hate and jealousy into one’s
minds, thereby driving them from the path
of God. 1 Thess.5:5 tells us that we must all
try to emulate Jesus Christ – Jesus was a
paciﬁst (just war), Jesus said: “those who
ﬁght by the sword, die by the sword”.
Galatians 5:19-21 declares that hatred and
jealousy are part of the works of the ﬂesh
and all who succumb to them will not
inherit the kingdom of God. The Bible
forbids murder: Exodus 20: 13. The Bible
urges us get rid of all bierness, rage and
anger and to be compassionate. Ephesians
4:31-32.
Cain was weak in spirit and was easily
overcome by Satan. James 1:21,1John 2:9 -11.
God can see into our hearts and knew
Cain’s intentions; because Cain hated his
brother he could not love God. 1 John 4:7, 1920 and 1 John 3:14-15. Cain also disobeyed
his parents. The Bible says we should
honour our mother and father so our days
may be long and Jesus told us to love one
another. John 3:34-35.
In the next issue of the Covenant Scroll
we will examine the relationship between
Jacob, Esau and their parents.

