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W
elcome to the first edition of the
scroll in 2008. The success of our
14th Adult Harvest Anniversary
in October 2007 was built on the
foundation of reconciliation and
the need to unify and move the
Overseas Diocese and C.C.C.
Worldwide forward. For the first

time since the fragmentation of our great church, all factions and
regions celebrated with us under the same roof. We are united in
our belief that first and foremost  we are celestians. May this Spirit
of reconciliation and unity continue to grow stronger in the
Celestial Church of God. We ushered in the new year with much joy
in an atmosphere of SHALOM. See the pictures of members
offering thanks with white flowers in the centre pages. One of the
articles urge us to be ardent GOD CHASERS and to hold on to our
integrity always. Read about how KING DAVID LOST HIS INTEGRITY
and the resultant PUNISHMENT OF EVIL DOERS. However if you
are faithful and your HEART IS WITH GOD you will BE AN
OVERCOMER. Happy reading.

Olawale Shokunbi

Revivalists 1. Assistant Superior Evangelist John Maforikan (JP) 
Shepherd and Chief Host

2. Ven. Most Evangelist Olumide - Edward Parish
3. Ven. Most Evangelist Yomi Oni - Jerusalem Parish

Symposium “Mutual Understanding in relationships”
Speakers 1. E/S Yetunde Kafi

2. M/S/E Oreyelu

Youth Forum “Let no one despite your youth...
...live a Godly life in an unGodly word” - 1 Timothy 4:12
Speakers 1. Sister Laide Ajayi

2. Sister Anne-Marie Adekunle
3. Hon. Evangelist Oladayo Odunaike

Spiritual music will be provided by guest artist and Covenant Parish Choir.

Evangelical Committee
CCC Covenant of God Parish

Saturday 26th April 2008
10.00am - 6.00pm

Venue: Church Auditorium
12 St Aubyns Road, 

Crystal Palace, London SE19 3AD
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D
avid had gone from
drifting to blowing
through yellow lights.
And everything is going

according to his plan. He sees
Bathsheba, finds out who she is,
sends for her, had sex with her and
sends her home. 

And then the first cracks start to
show, when Bathsheba sends words
that she’s pregnant in 2 Samuel 11:5.
Up to this point, it’s been David
doing the sending. He finds out it’s
not so good when you’re on the
receiving end.

How you respond, when
committed sins start to unravel will
determine how bad things will get.

At this moment David could
choose to end the whole affair and
call the whole thing off, apologize to
Bathsheba, her husband, his own
family, the nation and God, but he
chose not to. Instead David quite
determined to get away with the sins
he committed, said, “I can handle
this. I’m the King. No one needs to
know. I’ll take care of it.”

Sin always does this. It takes on a
life of its own and refuses to be
controlled by you. You start out
being in control of it, but eventually
it begins to control you. And it does
so by promising the same old thing:
You can be in charge. In essence, you
can be a self made god.

Here’s David doing all the
sending, moving people here and
there using his authority. First it’s
bring that woman to me. Then it’s
bring me her husband, and I’ll fix this
mess. Then, when Uriah refuses to
cooperate it was” take this letter
(which contains his death warrant)
to Joab”.

The same man, who sang praises
to God, defied the enemies of the
Lord and danced with all his might at
the thought of God’s presence is now
filled with deceit and hypocrisy and
violence. David was thoroughly
committed to a strategy of cover-up.

When the consequences of your
sin first show themselves, you will
find yourself in one of two places:
honesty and repentance or cover-up
and dwell in more sin. The path you
choose will determine just how great
the sin will be. 

This episode can be related to
road traffic yellow lights; there are
two types of drivers on the road,
those who slow down and, those
who increase their speed. I used to
be one type, and then I had kids.
Now I am one of the most cautious
drivers on the road. I don’t think I’m
a hesitant driver, but rather err on a
side of caution. The stakes are too
high.

David sends someone to find out
about this woman he sees bathing
on the rooftop. The man comes back
and says, “That’s Bathsheba. She’s
Eliam’s daughter and Uriah’s
wife.”This information should have
Translated as.” Slow down, David.
This is someone’s wife and
someone’s daughter”.

…and King David

By H/S/E John Femi Omogbai 

lost his 

integrity

David had a choice, either to commit
adultery, explicitly breaking one of
the Ten Commandments, and
inflicting indelible pain on Uriah, one
of his best friends – or to control
himself. David chooses adultery with
Uriah’s wife, Bathsheba.

“When you find yourself
tempted by a woman, stop and
remind yourself that you’re looking
at someone’s daughter. At some
point in time, someone held that
tiny baby girl and kissed the top of
her head and dreamed dreams of
what she would become when she
gets older. And they never
imagined that she would become
an object to gratify your lust. If you
have kids, think forward to a time
when someone will want to use
your child in that manner. What
feeling does that inspire in you? 

Usually, when you’re about to
take the push and do something you
know is wrong, there will be a little
inner voice, a message from your
conscience or the words of a friend
ringing in your ears. Be careful here.
Proceed with caution and
remember, “Everything is
uncovered and lay bare before the
eyes of Him to whom we must give
account”. (Heb 4:13)

If David was really in a good
place with God he probably would
have slowed down, thought this
through and come to a full and
complete stop. But thinking is the
last thing on David’s mind. He wants
to feel something. So, he pushes the
accelerator to the floorboard and
speeds through the intersection
without thinking of what this could
do to someone’s wife and daughter
— not to mention his own heart and
his own family.

Maybe you’ve moved past
drifting. You haven’t crossed any
lines yet, but you’ve got a plan
forming in your mind. And God is
asking you this question: “Will you

stop and think about the possible
consequences of crossing this line?”

It maybe sex, relationship you
know isn’t right, financial choice,
vocational decision, or an honest
deal. You’ve got a plan forming in
your brain. You are urged to stop
and think about the potential
downside to this? What kinds of
legacy will this leave for your kids?
What impact will your decision have
on the relationship to those closest
to you? What could happen to your
wellbeing if you go through with
this?

The strange thing is that he used
to talk to God about everything.
Good or bad, he will bring it right to
God. On this occasion he did not
even talk to God about it. Maybe he
didn’t know what to say. When God
finally confronts David about the
whole episode (through the
prophet Nathan), He says, “I made
you king. I protected you from Saul.
I gave you this kingdom, and if all
that hadn’t been enough — if you’d
wanted more — I would have given
you more. Why didn’t you come and
talk to me?” 2 Samuel 12: 7-12

David thought he was in the
clear. He thought he got away with
it! Through all his crafty
manipulation — all his “sending” —
he had managed to pull off the
perfect crime. Except for one thing:
“The thing he had done displeased
the Lord” 2 Samuel 11:27.

Finally, there is nothing as
dangerous as a passionate man,
who has lost his passion and
integrity. He is a danger to himself
and to those around him.

FOOD  FOR  THOUGHT

2
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Being submissive to the
things of the world will take
you far away from God as

stated in the Scripture:” Love not
the world neither the things that
are in the world. If any man loves
the world, the love of the father is
not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes and the pride
of life is not of the father but is of
the world. And the world passeth
away and the lust thereof but he
that doeth the will of God abideth
forever”.

In Matt 4, Jesus Christ did not
submit to Satan when he tempted
Him. Rather Jesus clearly asserted
his Lordship over Satan whose
head he will soon crush.
Remember that as a God chaser,
you cannot worship God and
mammon you must choose one
and drop the other. You must
acknowledge God in all your ways
( Proverb 3:6 ) and he shall direct
thy part. Note that “ God is spirit
and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in
truth”-John 4:23-24.  God is a
spiritual being who is invisible
and without a body; He is a divine
person who reveals himself in
perfect intellect, emotion and
will. He is the source and
personification of all material and
spiritual life. He is self existent. He
is eternal in relationship to time.
He is unlimited in relationship to
the immensity of space. He is the
unity of all existence and
consistence in his being- that is,
He corresponds in actual fact to
his nature, and attributes as they
are revealed to us.

Christ is the true vine, His
Father is the husbandman and we
are the branches. Christ is like the
main vine. The father tends the
branches like a gardener. We as
the branches need to bear good
fruits for his promise to come to
pass. See John 15:7. “ If ye abide
in me and my words abide in you,

ye shall ask for what ye will and it
shall be done unto you”.
Therefore, if any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature, old things
are passed away behold all things
are become new. That is, if a man
comes in to vital union with the
risen and glorified Lord, he is a
new creation and perceives Christ
in a new way. A decisive break
with the old life occurs at the
moment of salvation. New things
have come to be. This is the
perfect tense which stresses the

abiding result of the Christian’s
union with Christ.

Remember the word of God is
the truth because it always comes
to pass. KEYWORD: It came to
pass. The promise of God on
Abraham came to pass. Justas it
came to pass on Jacob and Joseph
the promise of God will come to
pass on us. Amen. Believers are
acquainted with or say are in a
special relationship with Christ.
We have been pre-destinated,
called, justified and also glorified
in Christ. It is God’s determination
from eternity to bring certain
ones into a special relationship
with himself. He has conformed
us to the image of his dear Son. If
we are then the image of his son,
we must not turn away from him
as others do in the time of
constraints. Remember that Jesus

is the Zion’s future king. He is the
truth and every one of his true
disciples heareth his voice. If you
want to see the Father you must
have a relationship with his Son.
Jesus is the new anointing. Do
good because when you do good
who shall harm you? - 1 Peter
3:13. You must have the Holy
Spirit to connect you to God in
much the same way as you need
reception on your mobile phone
in order to connect your calls.
This is the part of the Holy Spirit
in the Holy Trinity of God.

Above all, as God chasers, we
must remember Jesus’ words in
Luke 9:62. No man having put his
hand to the plough and looking
back is FIT for the kingdom of
God. (Fit means, suitable or
usable). One who makes life’s
lesser matters of greater priority
than God’s work is of little use to
him.

Furthermore, you must not
forget the weapons of your
warfare. 2 Cor. 10:4. Put off the
old man which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts. 

You must renounce your pre-
conversion life and sins to be
constantly changed being brought
more and more in line with God’s
own viewpoint and to assume a
new nature (Nature) and conduct
(life) at conversion. Then finally,
Ephesians 6:10 reads “ Being
strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might.............”

The Spiritual battle Christians
are engaged in exists from now
on until the Lord’s return. No
ceasefire, no temporary truce, no
cessation of hostilities. From now
on till the end there is all out war.
Therefore, let yourselves be
constantly strengthened by the
Lord more precisely by his mighty
power.

Until we meet again in our
next episode, keep chasing after
GOD and thou shall receive
SALVATION. AMEN.

My heart follows after you. Think of
it, have you ever cried for the
Kingdom of God? Matt. 6 :33.

By M/S/E  Dayo Tayo

GodChasers
“The Spiritual battle

Christians are engaged in
exists from now on until

the Lord’s return. No
ceasefire, no temporary

truce, no cessation of
hostilities. From now on till
the end there is all out war.
Therefore, let yourselves be
constantly strengthened by
the Lord more precisely by

his mighty power.”
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I
n the beginning when God created
the heaven and the earth, they were
perfect. God saw everything that He
made, and indeed it was good.

(Gen1:31).
Now God said, “let us make man in our

image, according to our likeness, and let
them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds in the air and over the
cattle, over ALL

the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on earth and God blessed them
(not cursed) and He said to them “Be fruitful
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it,
have dominion over what He has created
(Gen 1:26,28).

The destiny of mankind is to be blessed
and to multiply on earth. What then is the
origin of barrenness, poverty, sickness,
tribulation, sadness, stress etc?

The foundation of mankind’s curse It is
written that out of the ground the Lord God
made every tree to grow, that is pleasant to
the eye and good for food, the tree of life in
the midst of the garden and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.(Gen.2 : 9).He
made four rivers to water the garden; Pison,
Gihon, Hiddekel and Euphrates. This shows
how big the Garden of Eden was. God used
the rivers to water the garden in due
seasons. God now decreed that “of every
tree of the garden you may freely eat but of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
you should not eat, for in that day you eat of
it , you shall surely die.(Gen.2 : 16-17)

Adam defied the law given to him
through his wife when the serpent (Satan)
came , deceived the woman (Eve) and said

that “ For God knows that in the day you eat
of it, your eyes will opened and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.(Gen 3 :4).
It was through the disobedience of the law
given in this Garden of Eden that made God
to pronounce His judgment as a curse of
law to mankind later  metamorphosed to
the curse of inheritance; For when God
called Adam and said “where are you”
Adam replied, “I heard your voice in the
garden and I was afraid because I was naked
and I hid myself” -(Gen.3 :9:10).Adam
realized what he had done and the scripture
says “since the creation of the world, God is
invisible and this invisible attributes are
clearly seen, been understood by the things
that are made, even His external power and
Godhead, so that they are without
excuse.(Rom.1 :20). In Romans 3:19-20, we
read that “now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith
to them who are under
the law: that every
mouth may be
stopped and all
the world may
become guilty
before God.
Therefore by the
deeds of the law
there shall no flesh be
justified in his sight: for
by the law is the
knowledge of sin”.

So God made the
judgment and Adam became
the first lawyer to defend his case
before almighty God. He argued that

“the woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me of the tree and I ate”. So God
said, because you have heeded the voice of
your wife and eaten from the tree of which
I commanded you not to eat, “Cursed is the
ground for your case; In toil you shall eat of
it all days of your life,…. In the sweat of
your face you shall eat bread till you return
to the ground.(Gen 3: 12,17—
19) And for your wife
(Eve) She is going to
be greatly
multiplied in
s o r r o w
a n d

conception, She shall give birth to children
in pain and her desire shall be from the
husband,(Gen.3:16) . This is a curse from
law.

Another Curse from Law Adam gave
birth to Abel and Cain. Cain was  a tiller of
the ground that has already been cursed by
God. So whatever harvest or fruit that came
from the ground was ugly and not beautiful
enough in the sight of the Lord. When Abel
offered his sacrifice to the Lord using his
flock, God accepted his offering but Cain’s
offering was not accepted by God because
no good fruit could come from the land that
was cursed. Consequently Cain killed his
brother Abel and God curse the ground
again saying ” you are cursed from the earth
and when you till the ground, it shall no
longer yield its strength to you, a fugitive
and vagabond you shall be on the
earth”(Gen.4:11 – 13). The scripture says
“For the creation itself was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of Him
who subjected it in hope; because the
creation itself will be delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God, for we know
that the whole creation groans and labour
with birth pangs together until now.
(Rom.8: 20 – 22).

Another Curse from Law is the inherited
curse of mankind through the law given to
the Israelites that: “ You shall have no other

gods before the
Almighty God

nor graven
i m a g e
, y o u
s h a l l

n o t

bow

down to them nor serve them, for I am a
jealous God visiting the iniquities of fathers
upon  the children to the third and fourth
generations of those who hate”-Exo. 20:3-5.
How many of our fore fathers and mothers
has fallen foul of this law by not serving
God?

Moses confirmed and pronounced
many curses from law on the Israelites of
whom we are the descendants saying
“today you have proclaimed the Lord to be
your God and that you will walk in His ways
and keep His statue, His commandments
and His judgements and that you will obey
His voice”. He continued, “curse is the one
who makes a carved, or moulded image, an
abomination to the Lord…”He pronounced
twelve curses on the Israelites which were
the curse of law that was inherited from
Abraham descendants till present day.(Deu
26 : 17-18, 27 :15 –26).

Job knew the curse of law inherited
from our forefathers and he said “for
affliction does not come from dust nor does
trouble spring from the ground yet man is
born unto trouble as the sparks fly
upwards”.(Job5 : 6-7).

From the ground that was cursed to the
tenth offering. “ Abraham gave a tenth
partof all to Melchisedec, first being
translated as “king of righteousness” and
then also king of Salem, meaning king of
peace (Heb.7 :1-4) He  brought part of what
was given to him to the Lord. It now became
mandatory to bring a tenth of all to the
Lord. The scripture says, “you are cursed
with a curse if you refuse to bring tenth to
the house of the Lord.(Mal 3 :9).

Redemption from the Inheritance curse
and curse from Law.

Since we are now being justified freely
by God’s grace through our redemption by
Christ Jesus whom God set forth as a

propitiation for our sins, God has passed
over the sins that were previously

committed, “for God did not
send His son into the world
to condemn the world but
through Him, we might be
saved. (Rom.3:24-
25,John3:17).

Jesus Christ said, “Behold
I will do your will”. It is by His

will that we have been
sanctified through the
offering of His body once
and for all”. Every priest

used to minister daily and
offered repeatedly the

same sacrifice (before Jesus
Christ came into the world).These

could not take away the sins and the
curses. But Jesus after He had offered

one sacrifice for sin forever, sat down at the
right hand of God from that time waiting till

His enemies are made His foot stool. For by
one offering He has perfected forever  those
who are being sanctified and then added
“Their sins and their lawless deeds, I will
remember no more”. (Heb.10:10 –17).

Therefore, the Law of the spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made those who have faith
in Him free from the law of sin and that is
curse from law and death which is
inheritance law….” (Rom 8:2 –5).

Jesus Christ has redeemed us from the
curse of the law that was metamorphosed
into curse of inheritance  having become a
curse for us (for it is written “cursed is
everyone who hangs on tree. Deu.21:23)
that the blessing, fruit of the womb,
problem –solved, tribulation free, out of
poverty, non sorrowful mind of Abraham
might come upon the gentiles. That in Christ
Jesus that we might receive the promise of
the spirit through faith.(Gal.3: 13 –14 ).

But before faith came, we were kept
under guard by law, kept for the faith which
would afterward be revealed and therefore
the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ
that we might be justified by faith in Christ
Jesus.(Gal.3: 22 –24).

Keep His Commandments; You will be
redeemed from the inheritance curse and
curse from law by walking in God’s statues
and keeping  His commandments.  He will
give rain in its season, the land shall yield its
produce, and the tree of the field shall yield
their fruit; threshing shall last till the time of
the vintage, giving peace in the land. Your
enemies shall fall by the sword, he will set
His tabernacle among us….Lev.26:3-11.

Worship the Lord in the Beauty of
Holiness; To overcome the inheritance
curse and curse of law, you have to
remember that God made mankind in His
image and according to His likeness.
Therefore the likeness of God is to “be
renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put
on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness”.(Eph.4 : 23-24). For God that
created you is holy, so also you must be holy
in all your conduct and worship the Lord in
the beauty of His holiness.(1Pet.1:14 – 16;
1Chr 16 :29 )

CONCLUSION; Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he  is a new creation. The inheritance
curse and the curse from law which are of
old things have passed away, behold all
things have become new. Now all things are
of God who has reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation.(2 Cor 5 :17-
18)Then this is the confidence that we have
in Him, that if ask anything according to His
will, He hear us.(1 Joh.5 : 14)..

Set free from 
Inheritance Curse 
and Curse from Law 

Destiny is known to be a particular person’s fate and an adage says
that it can never be changed .Curse could be described as things that
cause evil or harm. The dictionary defines it as a solemn invocation of
divine wrath on a person.

BY H/S/E MATHEW OLADEJO
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Y
ou can deceive your fellow
men and women but you
cannot deceive God. He
knows your heart. The

Apostles prayed to God to chose a
replacement for Judas between
Joseph and Matthias saying “Thou
Lord which knowest the hearts of all
men, show whether of these two
thou hast chosen”-Acts 1:24. In
1Samuel 16:7, the Lord instructed
Samuel to “ Look not on his ( Eliab)
countenance, nor the height of his
stature ..for the Lord seeth not as
man seeth ; for men looketh on the
outward appearance, but the Lord
looketh on the heart.” He
eventually chose David whom he
said is “after my own heart”. So
when you begin to clamour for high
office in the church and elevate
yourselves spiritually to ranks and
duties above your capabilities so
that you can parade in your
colourful regalia on Sundays, you
can deceive the congregation who
don’t know you but not God. God
knows you.

He searches your heart also. He
knows that ... “ as a man thinketh in
his heart, so is he ....”. -  Proverbs
23:7. Many of us who are born
again are religious but our hearts
are not fully with the Lord. We excel
at the outward things like loud
prayers, singing, dancing, praising
and even prophesying just to
impress others but the question is
“where is your heart”?  God advices
Solomon in 1Chronicles 28:9 thus: “
And though, Solomon my son, know
thou the God of thy Father and
serve him with a perfect heart and
with a willing heart; for the Lord
searcheth all hearts ...”. What will
He find in your heart? Is God still
sitting on the throne of your heart
or have you replaced with Him with
your money, house, wife or
husband? We need to surrender
our lives totally to Him. He is our
redeemer. He purchased us with His
blood, so we belong to Him. 

He tries our hearts to see if we
are seeking first the kingdom of
God. Sometimes you  pray for
something from God but don’t

receive it immediately. God looks at
the motive for your requests  and to
find out if you will continue to make
him number one after he has
answered your prayers. The
Israelites’ journey to the Promised
Land was delayed for 40 years
because they replaced God in their
hearts with the Golden Calf created
out of the gold etc ( money in those
days) that he blessed them with. So
when you pray for promotion, the
question is: Will God remain
number one after you get the
promotion? After you get your
residential visa, will you continue to
worship him or you’ll be too busy

on business trips?. It doesn’t take
God any length of time to answer
prayers but sometimes He tries our
hearts first. The Jews asked God for
a king. He knew, searched and tried
their hearts and said “No”. 

Samuel attempted to dissuade
them (1 Samuel 8:1-18) but
“Nevertheless the people refused
to obey the voice of Samuel; and
they said, No; but we will have a
King over us; ( why?) That we also
may be like all the other  nations;
and that our King may judge us and
go out before us, and fight our
battles” 1 Samuel 8:19-20. So
clearly their new King was to
replace their God in their hearts.
God said to Samuel, “They have
rejected me, not you...appoint
them a King ( 1 Samuel 8: 7, 22). So
Saul was the people’s choice not
God’s choice.

It is a common error to assert

that “the voice of the people is the
voice of the Lord”.  The Bible does
not teach of democracy in the
kingdom of God. God is a supreme
ruler. The kingdom of God is
autocratic not democratic. Can
anyone challenge his decisions?
“God forbid; yea, let God be true,
but every man a liar”-Romans 3: 4.
However if one continues to
demand something from God,
which is not in harmony with the
will of God, He  may  “ grant that
request but send leanness  (
sorrow) with their souls” – Psalm
106: 15. 

So dear reader, where is your
heart? Who or what is sitting on the
throne of your heart? A Pharisee
lawyer once asked Jesus Christ:
“Master, which is the great(est?)
Commandment in the Law? Jesus
replied: Though shalt love the Lord
with all thy heart and with all thy
soul and with all thy mind”-
Matthew 22: 36- 37. No part of your
heart should be reserved for things
of the world. Are you anxious or
worried about survival in this
world? Jesus Christ has obligated
himself to provide for your needs.
He said in Matthew 6: 31-33,
“Therefore take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat? Or What shall
we drink? Or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed ? ( for after all these
things do the Gentiles seek) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things. But
seek ye first the Kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you”. Do
you still have needs ? Do you still
lack something?  If you do, then
something is not right. “ All these
things” have not yet been added
unto you. Begin to put things right
by making God first in your heart.
Don’t relegate him to second or
third. You will not be like “ The
young lions ( who) do lack and
suffer hunger; but they that seek
the Lord ( first) shall not want ( lack)
any good thing”- Psalm 34: 10.
Amen. 

Is your

Jehovah is an all-powerful God yet he is jealous and demands that
our heart be with him fully. He does not take kindly to sharing our
loyalties with any of his creations. Whatever we plan to say or do, it
all begins from our heart. Our true feelings are in our hearts. Our
outward utterances and behaviours are in most cases deceitful. We
should worship God with a pure heart. Our prayers and desires
should also be pure and in conformity with God’s will. The Lord
promised that if we delight in our God he will give us the desires of
our heart. In Solomon’s prayer of dedication of the newly built
temple, he said “O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee in the
heaven, nor in the earth; which keepest Covenant, and showest mercy
unto thy servants that walk before thee with all their hearts” – 2
Chronicles 6:14. So, if you want God to show you mercy, make God
number one in your heart.

It is a common
error to assert that

“the voice of the
people is the voice
of the Lord”.  The

Bible does not teach
of democracy in the

kingdom of God.
God is a supreme

ruler. The kingdom
of God is autocratic

not democratic.

By Superior Leader 
Olawale Shokunbi

heart
with God?
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H
urting someone or taking
something away from her or
him because of a bad thing that
person has done are forms of

punishment. Punishment can only be
carried out by a person who has been
given the job of punishing people by the
law or the government of a group of
people. There can be no punishment
without authority.

Some argue that punishment should
only be done to keep the offending person
(and others who may be tempted to do
the same) from behaving similarly in the
future. This means that punishment will
influence the offender so that he or she
will not want to commit other offences.

Why God must punish sin  
Genesis 3: 14-19
Adam and Eve chose their course of action
(disobedience), and then God chose his.
As a holy God, he could respond only in a
way consistent with his perfect moral
nature. He could not allow sin to go
unchecked; he had to punish it. If the
consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin seem
extreme, remember that their sin set in
motion the world’s tendency toward
disobeying God. That is why we sin today:
Every human being ever born, with the
exception of Jesus, has inherited the sinful
nature of Adam and Eve (Romans 5:12-
21). Adam and Eve’s punishment reflects
how seriously God views sin of any kind.

Adam and Eve learned by painful
experience that because God is holy and
hates sin, he must punish sinners. The rest
of the book of Genesis recounts painful
stories of lives ruined as a result of the
Fall. Disobedience is sin, and it breaks our
fellowship with God. But, fortunately,
when we disobey, God is willing to forgive
us and to restore our relationship with
him.

Purpose of God’s Punishment  

Genesis 4:11-15
Cain was severely punished for this
murder. God judges all sins and punishes
appropriately, but not simply out of anger
or vengeance. Rather, God’s punishment is
meant to correct us and restore our
fellowship with him. When you’re
corrected, don’t resent it. Instead, renew
your fellowship with God.

Psalm 38:2-4
David saw his anguish as judgement from
God for his sins. Although God does not
always send physical illness to punish us
for sin, this verse and others in Scripture
(Acts 12:21-23; 1 Corinthians 11:30-32)
indicate that he does in certain
circumstances. Our sin can have physical
or mental side effects that can cause great
suffering. Sometimes God has to punish
his children in order to bring them back to
himself (Hebrews 12:5-11). When we
repent of our sin, God promises to forgive

us. He delivers us from sin’s eternal
consequences, although he does not
promise to undo all of sin’s earthly
consequences.

Psalm 94:12-13
At times, God must discipline us to help
us. This is similar to a loving parent
disciplining his child. The discipline is not
very enjoyable to the child, but it is
essential to teach him or her right from
wrong. The Bible says that “no discipline is
enjoyable while it is happening—it is
painful! But afterwards there will be a
quiet harvest of right living for those who
are trained in this way” (Hebrews 12:11).
When you feel God’s hand of correction,
accept it as proof of his love. Realize that
God is urging you to follow his paths
instead of stubbornly going your own way.

Punishment of Canaanite nations 
Genesis 15:16
The Amorites were one of the nations
living in Canaan, the land God promised
Abram. God knew the people would grow
more wicked and would someday need to
be punished. Part of that punishment
would involve taking away their land and
giving it to Abram’s descendants. God in
his mercy was giving the Amorites plenty
of time to repent, but he already knew
they would not. At the right time, they
would have to be punished. Everything
God does is true to his character. He is

merciful, knows all, and acts justly—and
his timing is perfect.

Punishment of Israelites  
Leviticus 26:18
If the Israelites obeyed, there would be
peace in the land. If they disobeyed,
disaster would follow. God used sin’s
consequences to draw them to
repentance, not to get back at them.
Today, sin’s consequences are not always
so apparent. When calamity strikes us, we
may not know the reason. It may be (1)
the result of our own disobedience, (2)
the result of someone else’s sin, or (3) the
result of natural disaster. Because we
don’t know, we should search our hearts
and be sure we are at peace with God. His
Spirit, like a great searchlight, will reveal
those areas we need to deal with. Because
calamity is not always the result of
wrongdoing, we must guard against
assigning or accepting blame for every
tragedy we encounter. Misplaced guilt is
one of Satan’s favourite weapons against
believers.

Punishment of Miriam for wrong
attitude 
Number 12:14
Spitting in someone’s face was considered
the ultimate insult and a sign of shame
imposed on wrongdoers. The religious
leaders spat in Jesus’ face to insult him
(Matthew 26:67). God punished Miriam
for her smug attitude not only toward
Moses’ authority but also God’s. He struck
her with leprosy, then ordered her out of
the camp for a week. This punishment was
actually quite lenient. A week was the
length of time she would have been
excluded if her father had spit in her face.
How much more she deserved for
wronging God! Once again, God was
merciful while retaining effective
discipline.

Was God’s punishment of Moses

too harsh?
Number 20:12
The Lord had told Moses to speak to the

rock; however, Moses struck it, not once,
but twice. God did the miracle; yet Moses
was taking credit for it when he said,
“Must we bring you water from this rock?”
For this he was forbidden to enter the
Promised Land. Was God’s punishment of
Moses too harsh? After all, the people had
nagged him, slandered him, and rebelled
against both him and God. Now they were
at it again (20:5). But Moses was the
leader and model for the entire nation.
Because of this great responsibility to the
people, he could not be let off lightly. By
striking the rock, Moses disobeyed God’s
direct command and dishonoured God in
the presence of his people.

Punishment is unpleasant, but
often necessary 
Deuteronomy 33:20-21
The people of the tribe of Gad received
the best of the new land because they
obeyed God by punishing Israel’s wicked
enemies. Punishment is unpleasant for
both the giver and the receiver, but it is a
necessary part of growth. If you are in a
position that sometimes requires you to
correct others, don’t hold back from
fulfilling your task. Understand that
realistic discipline is important to
character development. Always strive to
be both just and merciful, keeping in mind
the best interests of the person who must
receive the punishment.

Does a loving God really want to
put people to death? 
1 Samuel 2:23-25
Eli’s sons knew better, but they continued
to disobey God deliberately by cheating,
seducing, and robbing the people.
Therefore, God planned to kill them. Any
sin is wrong, but sin carried out
deliberately and deceitfully is the worst
kind. When we sin out of ignorance, we
deserve punishment. But when we sin
intentionally, the consequences will be
more severe. Don’t ignore God’s warnings
about sin. Abandon sin before it becomes
a way of life.

Does a loving God really will or want to
put people to death? Consider the

situation in the Tabernacle. A person
made an offering in order to have his sins
forgiven, and Eli’s sons stole the offering
and made a sham of the person’s
repentant attitude. God, in his love for
Israel, could not permit this situation to
continue. He allowed Eli’s sons to die as a
result of their own boastful presumption.
They took the Ark into battle, thinking it
would protect them. But God withdrew
his protection, and the wicked sons of Eli
were killed ( 1 Samuel 4:10-11).

God punishes all sin, sooner or
later 
2 Samuel 20:7-10
Once again Joab’s murderous act went
unpunished, just as it did when he killed
Abner ( 2 Samuel 3:26-27). Eventually,
however, justice caught up with him (1
Kings 2:28-35). It may seem that sin and
treachery often go unpunished, but God’s
justice is not limited to this life’s rewards.
Even if Joab had died of old age, he would
have to face the day of judgement.

God is not always quick or
dramatic 

2 Chronicle 21:8-11
Jehoram’s reign was marked by sin and
cruelty. He married a woman who
worshipped idols; he killed his six
brothers; he allowed and even promoted
idol worship. Yet he was not killed in
battle or by treachery—he died by a
lingering and painful disease ( 2 Samuel
21:18-19). Punishment for sin is not
always immediate or dramatic. But if we
ignore God’s laws, we will eventually
suffer the consequences of our sin.

God should restrain us from sin
Psalm 36:1
Because the wicked have no fear of God,
nothing restrains them from sinning. They
plunge ahead as if nothing will happen to
them. But God is just and is only delaying
their punishment. This knowledge should
hold us back from sinning. Let the fear of
God do its work in you to keep you from
sin. In your gratitude for God’s love, don’t

The Punishment
of Evil Doers 

BY L/S/E/S VICTORIA OGUNBIYI
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ignore his justice.

Why God doesn’t punish all
evildoers immediately  
Judges 9:22-24
Abimelech was the opposite of what God
wanted in a judge, but it was three years
before God moved against him, fulfilling
Jotham’s parable. Those three years must
have seemed like forever to Jotham. Why
wasn’t Abimelech punished sooner for his
evil ways?

We are not alone when we wonder
why evil seems to prevail (Job 10:3; 21:1-
18; Jeremiah 12:1; Habakkuk 1:2-4, 12-
17). God promises to deal with sin, but in
his time, not ours. Actually it is good news
that God doesn’t punish us immediately
because we all have sinned and deserve
God’s punishment. God, in his mercy,
often spares us from immediate
punishment and allows us time to turn
from our sins and turn to him in
repentance. Trusting God for justice
means (1) we must first recognize our own
sins and repent, and (2) we may face a
difficult time of waiting for the wicked to
be punished. But in God’s time, all evil will
be destroyed.

Nahum 1:3
God is slow to get angry, but when he is
ready to punish, even the earth trembles.
Often people avoid God because they see
evildoers in the world and hypocrites in
the church. They don’t realize that
because God is slow to anger, he gives his
true followers time to share his love and
truth with evildoers. But judgement will
come; God will not allow sin to go
unchecked forever. When people wonder
why God doesn’t punish evil immediately,
help them remember that if he did, none
of us would be here. We can all be
thankful that God gives people time to
turn to him.

Why do evil people seem to go
unpunished? 
Habakkuk 1:1
Habakkuk lived in Judah during the reign
of Jehoiakim (2 Kings 23:36–24:5). He
prophesied between the fall of Nineveh

(the capital of Assyria) in 612 B.C. and the
Babylonian invasion of Judah in 588 B.C.
With Assyria in disarray, Babylon was
becoming the dominant world power. This
book records the prophet’s dialogue with
God concerning the questions Why does
God often seem indifferent in the face of
evil? and Why do evil people seem to go
unpunished? While other prophetic books
brought God’s word to people, this
brought people’s questions to God. A
“vision” is a message from God.

Habakkuk 2:3
Evil and injustice seem to have the upper
hand in the world. Like Habakkuk,
Christians often feel angry and
discouraged as they see what goes on.
Habakkuk complained vigorously to God
about the situation. God’s answer to
Habakkuk is the same answer he would
give us, “If it seems slow, wait patiently,
for it will surely take place.” It isn’t easy to
be patient, but it helps to remember that
God hates sin even more than we do.
Punishment of sin will certainly come. As
God told Habakkuk, “Wait patiently.” We
must trust God even when we don’t
understand why events occur as they do.

Habakkuk 3:17-19
Crop failure and the death of animals
would devastate Judah. But Habakkuk
affirmed that even in the times of
starvation and loss, he would still rejoice
in the Lord. Habakkuk’s feelings were not
controlled by the events around him but
by faith in God’s ability to give him
strength. When nothing makes sense, and
when troubles seem more than you can
bear, remember that God gives strength.
Take your eyes off your difficulties and
look to God.

God sometimes uses evil people
to punish evil people  
Habakkuk 1:13
Judah’s forthcoming punishment would
be at the hands of the Babylonians.
Habakkuk was appalled that God would
use a nation even more wicked than Judah
to punish it. But the Babylonians did not
know they were being used by God to help
Judah return to him, and Babylon’s pride

in its victories would be its downfall. Evil is
self-destructive, and it is never beyond
God’s control. God may use whatever
unusual instrument he chooses to correct
or punish us. When we deserve
punishment or correction, how can we
complain about the kind of “rod” God
uses on us?

Conclusion
Imagine the joy of a slave set free. God
took the children of Israel out of bitter
slavery and gave them freedom and
dignity. We, too, are set free when we
accept Christ’s payment that redeems us
from sin’s slavery. We no longer need to
be bogged down in shame over our past
sins; we can walk with dignity because
God has forgiven us and forgotten them.
But just as the Israelites were still in
danger of returning to a slave mentality,
we need to beware of the temptation to
return to our former sinful patterns.

Who loves his child more is it the
father who allows the child to do what will
harm him, or the one who corrects, trains,
and even punishes the child to help him
learn what is right? It’s never pleasant to
be corrected and disciplined by God, but
his discipline is a sign of his deep love for
us. When God corrects you, see it as proof
of his love, and ask him what he is trying
to teach you (Hebrews 12:5-11). Just as
God rescued Lot from Sodom, so he is able
to rescue us from the temptations and
trials we face in a wicked world. Lot was
not sinless, but he put his trust in God and
was spared when Sodom was destroyed.
God also will judge those who cause the
temptations and trials, so we need never
worry about justice being done ( 2 peter
2:7-9). When God comes to judge the
earth, the guilty will find no place to hide.
Jesus said that the hidden will be made
known because his truth, like a light
shining in a dark corner, will reveal it
(Matthew 10:26). Instead of trying to hide
your shameful thoughts and actions from
God, confess them to him and receive his
forgiveness ( Isaiah 26:20-21).

THIS TOPIC WAS PREVIOUSLY
DISCUSSED IN OUR BIBLE CLASS.

I
t has taken God His undying love
to create man in His own image.
Genesis 1: 26 “and God said let
us make man in our own image,

after our likeness”. For God, knowing
fully well our imperfections, wickedness
and continuing fondness for sins, Gen
6:5-6, He still chose to create, maintain
and sustain human beings through His
grace.

His grace, Titus 2:11 said, “For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men. Teaching us
that denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world. We
should say no to all ungodly acts and
worldly passions.

God’s love and kindness, saved us
from the hatred, malice, evil pleasures

and selfishness that permeate our
surroundings. Titus 3: 4-5. “ Not by
works of righteousness which we have
done, but accordingly to his mercies he
saved us, by washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Ghost”. 

In return, the Bible teaches us to let
his light, with which he has renewed us,
shine through among men so that the
World can see His good deeds in us.
Mathew 5: 16

God created this “piece of work” to
do nothing but good works. Ephesians 2:
10 “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them. It is therefore
worthwhile and proper that we live a life
worthy of the calling we had received.
Eph 4:1

Christians need not be ashamed to
testify about the Lord God who loved us
without question or reservation. He
loved us, not for anything we did, or
accomplished but through his grace,

2nd Timothy 1: 8-9
We should boldly serve God, make

our callings meaningful by serving Him

ceaselessly, 2nd Peter 1:10; staying
away from all lawlessness and
temptations that are fruits of the flesh,

2nd Peter 3:17.
We should put on a full armour of

God, with the belt of truth and a breast-
plate of righteousness, Eph 6: 10-16 and
be ready to face the World, letting them
know that this “piece of work” is proud
of the potter who turned around this
clay. 

Have you ever heard the phrase “you are a piece of work”? Whenever
you hear that phrase, it conveys the meaning that the person being
referenced is a handful. It takes a lot of work, effort and dedication to care
for and keep up with him / her.

By V/M/E Olalekan Gbadamosi (Michigan, USA)

Piece of Work



16 217

CCOOVVEENNAANNTT  eevveennttss
Celestial Church of Christ 

Covenant of God
Presents Proud Parents and their new arrivals

CCOOVVEENNAANNTT  ppeeooppllee

Prophetess Mimi, Grandma and Mrs Oshoma Proud parents

HMSE Aregbesola, the preacher

Mum Angela shouting Halleluyah to
praise the Lord for their new baby

Dad

Titi and Charles with their new arrival Proud dad offering thanks

Baby’s grand mumsTiti and Shepherd Janet Olubodun 40 days outing of Esther

Daniel & Emmanuel Adeyeye

MSE Oreyelu, Shepherd, HE Nwanegbu

Harvest Committee offering thanks

Kitchen Crew Leaders

HSE Ajayi, MSE Oreyelu, HE Onaloye

Cross-section of Mother Celestials

Sup Ldr Shokunbi, MSE
Apelegun, HE Elendu

Sisters Lamide, Lisa, Bintu, Omogbai

Sis Bola, Mrs Tejuoso and friends

Eric Adeogun taking a
breather from the drumset

Mrs Boyo, Mrs Elendu, Mrs Lola & Mrs Egbadon

Cross-section of women folk

240 day outing of Maria Fasanu
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CCOOVVEENNAANNTT  eevveennttss

Chairman Parochial
Committee
presenting
donations

The Yoosuf family
offering thanks for 10
years of wedded bliss

SES Funmi Popoola celebrates her birthday

SES Mosun Onaloye’s birthday cum promotion celebrations

SES Mosun Onaloye and well-wishers

Sis Seyi Tukuru rejoices with mum on her birthday

Tona Gbadebo wins scholarship. L-R Shepherd, HMSE
Bayo Gbadebo (Dad), Tona, LSES Bunmi Gbadebo (mum)

Hannah Okuyemi;s birthday
offerings (18 years old)

Birthday boy Aaron

Debbie Oshoma and husband celebrate 1st year
anniversarry

HSE I.M. Jolapamo, Patron Covenant Scroll awarded Hon
Doctorate Degree by Senate of Ladoke Akintola University of
Technology on 3rd November 2007 for outstanding contribution
to the development/growth of Science in Oyo State.

HSE I.M. Jolapamo, Chairman
Morlap Group of Companies

Oyo State traditional rulers

Cross section of guests

Dr Jolapamo & wife with the Alaafin of Oyo

Dr Jolapamo with Issa Ayatu,
CAF President

Chief Dr Jolapamo with Soun of
Ogbomoso

Well-wishers including Dr Barnabas Gemade, HMSE Omogbai, Mr
Alawiye, Mr & Mrs Fagbemi (Wonderland Parish)

Dr Jolapamo laying the foundation stone of new ultra modern lab for LAUtech
assisted by wife and Oyo State Deputy Governor and others

L-R: Rear Admiral Afolayan, Alhaji Dr Bamanga Tukor, 
Chief Dr Jolapamo, Chief Gemade & Wife
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COVENANT New  Graduands
Titi with proud
parents

Titi and family

Friends and well-wishers

Superior Evangelist Olorunnisola

Church presents gifts to Titi

Prince Gbadebo and wife with Shepherd

The new graduands,
Titi Olorunnisola and 
Prince Bayo Gbadebo

Graduands and friends

The Gbadebos
offering thanks

Mother Celestial Laguda clocks 65

M/C Laguda taking Holy Communion from
HOD Sup. Evang. Salu

Mama with Shepherd & friend

LSES Shade Maforikan, M/C
Kunbi, M/C LagudaMama Lguda with friends & well-wishers

Children and grand children
The Celebrant

HSE Ijinle with Shepherd New Year thanksgiving offerings

Happy New Year 2008 (ushering in the new year) HSE Oladotun and the Browns sisters Congregation offering thanks with white
flowers

New Year Thanksgiving

2Children rejoicing
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C
olossians 2 vs. 9 says that
‘Christ is the head over every
power and authority’ so he is
the only one we should fear,

no-one can do anything to us because
‘If God is for us, who can be against
us?’ –Romans 8 vs. 31.

Fearing the Lord has many
advantages. Wisdom and
understanding can help us in our
normal lives and situations and we can
discern between good and bad.
Proverbs 9 vs. 10 tells us that ‘the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom.’ We will have long life
because Proverbs 10 vs. 27 states that
‘The fear of the Lord adds length to
life, but the years of the wicked are cut
short.’ Good tidings and blessings will
come through fear of God because
psalm 128 vs. 1 says that ‘Blessed are
all who fear the Lord, who walk in his
ways.’ For all the great things God
does for us it is our duty to ‘be sure to
fear the Lord and serve him faithfully
with all your heart; consider what
great things he has done for you.’- 1
Samuel 12 vs. 24. 

As well as living long, our lives will
be joyful because Proverbs 22 vs. 4-
‘Humility and the fear of the Lord
bring wealth and honour and life.’ We
will also be safe because Proverbs 14
vs. 26 tells us that ‘He who fears the
Lord has a secure fortress, and for his

children it will be a refuge.’
Fearing the Lord will save us in time

of afflictions. When Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego didn’t
worship King Nebuchadnezzar’s

golden image in Daniel 3 it was
because they had fear and reverence
for God and due to that He saved
them from the fiery furnace. Daniel
was also told not to pray to God but
due to his fear he opened his windows
to the widest, got down on his knees
and prayed to his God. He also was
saved from the lions in the den
because God shut their mouths and
made them harmless in chapter 6. 

God is the only one who can give us
what we want. In 1st Samuel, Hannah

feared the Lord and prayed to him
because she knew that God is the only
giver of good things and she was
deeply blessed with Samuel, her child.
In addition, Abraham in Genesis 17
feared the Lord and worshipped him
alone; his descendants that God gave
him were as countless as the grains of
sand on the seashore.

Dishonouring God by thinking you
are like him leads to punishment.
Lucifer was once an angel of honour
and made wonderful by God (Ezekiel
28 vs. 12-19) but because of his pride
and greediness he was cast out of
heaven in Isaiah 14 vs. 12-15.

In Genesis 3 vs. 8-11 Adam and Eve
were afraid of God because they knew
they had disrespected him and would
get punished. Because they had gone
against his commands and gave Satan
a chance to use them, sin leaked into
the world but by us fearing God who
has all power, we’ll be able to run
away from sin.

Only God will decide whether we
go to heaven or hell. The world can
only kill the flesh, they cannot touch
the soul and they cannot kill the spirit.
We know through Psalm 118 vs. 6 that
‘The Lord is with me; I will not be
afraid. What can man do to me?’ We
do not need to be afraid of the world
because greater is He that is in us than
they that are in the world.

The Fear
Having the fear of God does not mean that we should be trembling and
shaking with fright. It is having respect and humility for our powerful
creator. God is the one who supplies our daily needs, protects us and
guides us so we please him when we have fear for him. 

By Sister Laide Ajayi.

For all the great things

God does for us it is

our duty to ‘be sure to

fear the Lord and serve

him faithfully with all

your heart; consider

what great things he

has done for you.’- 1

Samuel 12 vs. 24. 

Mother Celestial Soremekun
celebrates 95th Birthday

Mama with well-
wishers from

Elephant & Castle
Parish

Mama surrounded by well-wishers from Covenant Parish

Shepherd with members
of Covenant Parish
grace the occasion

Rejoicing with M/C Soremekun are L-R: SES Bola, LSES
Taiwo, M/C Omolabi, M/C Oladunjoye and M/C Okechukwu

After the Shepherd’s Holy Pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for spiritual rebirth, wonders have

been happening at Covenant Parish
LSES Amusan is cured
after using Holy oil &
water from Jerusalem

Mother Celestial
Adenuga giving

testimony of
miraculous cure

CES Bamidele testifies
to healing power of

Shepherd’s prayers post
Jerusalem

Offering
thanks to

God for his
mercies

children
corner

of God
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3 IMPORTANT KEYS TO ENABLE
A GOOD CHRISTIAN TO STAY
IN GOD’S PRESENCE

(1) OBEDIENCE
We must obey God, by heeding His
words as stated in John 15:7&14. “If ye
abide in me and my words abide in you,
ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you…ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you”.

(2) PROPHECY
To accept prophetic words of God. God’s
words always come to pass. Amos 3:6-7
reads “Shall a trumpet be blown in the
city, and the people not be afraid? shall
there be evil in a city (as punishment)
and the Lord hath not done it? Surely the
Lord will do nothing, but He revealeth His
secret unto His servants the prophets.”
God has always warned the world of
coming judgements. He warned Noah of
impending flood in Gen 6:13-17, Joseph
of the seven-year famine that was to
come in Gen 41:30, Amos of the downfall
of Syria, Philistia, Tyre, Edom, Ammon,
Moab, Judah and Israel in Amos 1&2.
These warnings were executed. God is
still warning us today through His
prophets. Those who have ears, let them
listen to God’s prophets.

(3) Honour God with significant
and precious seed (Galatians 6 :7-
9) 
“….For he that soweth to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption ; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting”. 

As Christians and followers of Jesus
Christ, we will encounter challenges in
our lives but the Bible says in Psalm
34:19 “Many are the afflictions of the
righteous; but the Lord delivereth him of
them all”.  Our God is sufficient for all our
needs.

By L/S/E/S Folasade Maforikan AKA ‘Lady J’

As Christians, to be overcomers we
need to be determined, strong and
courageous.  A good example can be
found in Daniel 3: 1-18.  In verses 17 –
18, we can actually see that Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego displayed
their strong determination to
overcome their situation.                        

These three men of God were so
confident to declare their God to King
Nebuchadnezzar and believed that
God is able to deliver them. These
men were so steadfast in their beliefs
that they refused to bow and serve the
King’s image. 

DREAMS &  LIFE GOALS.
Every one of our dreams in life as believers must
pass through the following three stages:

Stage (1): 
CRUCIFIXION: Times of trial
Stage (2): 
BURIAL: Staying through our 

trying/testing periods
Stage (3): 
RESURRECTION: Upliftment / Promotion

CRUCIFIXION: Book of Mark 14: 43-53 explained
how our Lord Jesus Christ went through all sorts
of accusations that he knew nothing about.  Also
Mark 15: 1-20 explained how Jesus was crucified,
dead and buried.
As good Christians, we must be prepared to carry
our crosses so we can be victorious.

BURIAL: After Jesus’ crucifixion, he died and was
buried, then three days later he was resurrected
(Mark 16: 1-8).
Just as He rose again from death, an over-comer
will rise up from all challenges, trials and
tribulations. No matter how long you have been in
that situation you will walk out freely  but you
need to trust and obey God.

RESURRECTION: Upliftment/Promotion
After Jesus’ resurrection, he was given all power
by his Father (God) over death, heaven and earth.
Praise the Lord !

In summary:  Jesus is our example. He became
poor so that we can become rich. He was beaten
and wounded so that we can be healed-Isaiah
52:5. He died so we can be saved and have
everlasting life.

These are precious gifts given to all Christians. It
will then only be fair to advise all believers of
Christ to love Him, and glorify His father (God). 

The only way to show appreciation is to spread His
Word, pronouncing Him as our Lord and Saviour.

God bless you. 

How to be 
anOvercomer
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THE WILL OF GOD 
By Asst. Ldr Peter Sanni

THE WILL OF GOD WILL NOT TAKE YOU,

WHERE THE GRACE OF GOD CANNOT KEEP YOU,

WHERE THE ARMS OF GOD CANNOT SUPPORT YOU,

WHERE THE RICHES OF GOD CANNOT SUPPLY YOUR NEEDS,

WHERE THE POWER OF GOD CANNOT ENDOW YOU.

THE WILL OF GOD WILL NEVER TAKE YOU,

WHERE THE SPIRIT OF GOD CANNOT WORK THROUGH YOU,

WHERE THE WISDOM OF GOD CANNOT TEACH YOU,

WHERE THE ARMY OF GOD CANNOT PROTECT YOU

WHERE THE HANDS OF GOD CANNOT MOLD YOU.

THE WILL OF WILL NOT TAKE YOU,

WHERE THE LOVE OF GOD CANNOT ENFOLD YOU,

WHERE THE MERCIES OF GOD CANNOT SUSTAIN YOU,

WHERE THE PEACE OF GOD CANNOT CALM YOUR FEARS,

WHERE THE AUTHORITY OF GOD CANNOT OVERRULE FOR YOU.

THE WILL OF GOD WILL NEVER TAKE YOU,

WHERE THE COMFORT OF GOD CANNOT DRY YOUR TEARS,

WHERE THE WORDS OF GOD CANNOT FEED YOU,

WHERE THE MIRACLES OF GOD CANNOT BE DONE THROUGH YOU,

WHERE THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD CANNOT FIND YOU.

“EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A PURPOSE.

WE MAY NOT SEE THE WISDOM OF IT ALL NOW BUT TRUST AND

BELIEVE IN THE LORD THAT EVERYTHING IS FOR THE BEST.”

THE WAY TO BE ANXIOUS ABOUT NOTHING 

IS TO BE PRAYERFUL ABOUT EVERYTHING.

2
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